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10:30 am

First Sunday of Advent

Enter in Prayer, Worship with Gratitude, Go Forth to Serve

——————–———–
“Waiting is an art that our impatient age has forgotten. It wants to break open the ripe
fruit when it has hardly finished planting the shoot. But all too often the greedy eyes
are only deceived; the fruit that seemed so precious is still green on the inside, and
disrespected hands ungratefully toss aside what has so disappointed them.”
― Dietrich Bonhoeffer, God is in the Manger:
Reflections on Advent and Christmas

Opening Voluntary

Veni, Emmanuel
Christopher Shaw, organ

arr. Marilyn Biery

Welcome and Announcements
Stewardship Moment
* Opening Hymn

Video from the Counts Family
Canticle of the Turning

(page 8)

* Responsive Reading
One: Christmas is coming! Christ, the Promised One, is near!
All: We will prepare for God’s Holy One with worship which is warm and
joyful.
One: Christmas is coming! Christ, long hoped for, is near!
All: We will prepare for God’s Cherished One with friendship which
includes outsiders.
One: Christmas is coming! Christ the Peace-bringer, is near!
All: We will prepare for God’s Anointed One with forgiveness and
reconciliation.
One: Christmas is coming! Christ, beloved is near!
All: We will prepare for God’s Chosen One with compassion and sharing.

* Lighting of the Advent Wreath
The Candle of Hope
Mary Ann and Steve Thomas
Angelo and Marianna Castillo
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* Light the Candle

Hope is a Candle

Words: Richard Leach © 1996, Selah Publishing Co., Inc.; Music: GALLOWAY TAM, Scottish folk melody, adapt. and arr. David
Ashley White © 2010, Selah Publishing Co., Inc. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-722558. All rights reserved.

* Invocation and Lord’s Prayer
God of Advent and waiting times, we know both darkness and light. We live
in it and in spite of it, and we give thanks for the night-time and the daytime,
the light time and the dark time as we pray the prayer that Jesus taught …
Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever. Amen.

Welcoming Song

Holy Child within the manger
Tune: Joyous Light
(Let the children come forward.)

Words: Marty Haugen © 1987, GIA Publications, Inc.; Music: JOYOUS LIGHT, Marty Haugen © 1987, GIA Publications, Inc.
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-722558. All rights reserved.
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A Moment with Our Children
Solo

Rev. Robu

The Wexford Carol
Diane Fast, piano

arr. Mark Hayes

Hymn of Advent

arr. Lloyd Larson

Prayer Concerns
Pastoral Prayer
Organ Response
Invitation to Offering
Anthem

Sing to the Lord, Messiah,
who comes as the promised King.
Sing to the Lord, Messiah, who comes!
Let your praises ring!
Emmanuel, sent from God’s throne.
Emmanuel: God’s love made known!
Sing gloria!
Lord, dwell within us and make us Your
own.

Born Thy people to deliver,
Born a child and yet a King,
Born to reign in us forever,
Now Thy gracious kingdom bring.
By Thine own eternal Spirit
rule in all our hearts alone;
By Thine all sufficient merit
Raise us to Thy glorious throne.
Sing to the Lord, Messiah, who comes!
Let your praise resound!

Come, thou long expected Jesus,
Born to set Thy people free;
From our fears and sins release us;
Let us find our rest in Thee.
Israel’s strength and consolation,
Hope of all the earth Thou art;
Dear desire of ev’ry nation,
Joy of ev’ry longing heart.
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Scripture Reading

Jeremiah 29:1, 4-14

These are the words of the letter that the prophet Jeremiah sent from Jerusalem to
the remaining elders among the exiles, and to the priests, the prophets, and all the
people, whom Nebuchadnezzar had taken into exile from Jerusalem to
Babylon. Thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, to all the exiles whom I
have sent into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon: Build houses and live in them;
plant gardens and eat what they produce. Take wives and have sons and
daughters; take wives for your sons, and give your daughters in marriage, that
they may bear sons and daughters; multiply there, and do not decrease. But seek
the welfare of the city where I have sent you into exile, and pray to the Lord on its
behalf, for in its welfare you will find your welfare. For thus says the Lord of hosts,
the God of Israel: Do not let the prophets and the diviners who are among you
deceive you, and do not listen to the dreams that they dream, for it is a lie that they
are prophesying to you in my name; I did not send them, says the Lord.
For thus says the Lord: Only when Babylon’s seventy years are completed will I
visit you, and I will fulfil to you my promise and bring you back to this place. For
surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans for your welfare and
not for harm, to give you a future with hope. Then when you call upon me and
come and pray to me, I will hear you. When you search for me, you will find me; if
you seek me with all your heart, I will let you find me, says the Lord, and I will
restore your fortunes and gather you from all the nations and all the places where I
have driven you, says the Lord, and I will bring you back to the place from which I
sent you into exile.

Sermon

“Waiting”

* Hymn of Departure

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel

Rev. Robu
(page 10)

* Benediction
Closing Voluntary

Veni, Emmanuel
Christopher Shaw, organ

*Let everyone stand in body or in spirit.
*** Ushers will seat late-comers.
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Robert J. Powell

Operation Holiday

Since 1961, Operation Holiday has made holidays
brighter for families in need. The program distributes
non-perishable food, fresh food vouchers, winter wear
and blankets to low-income families and individuals.
We at Plymouth have an opportunity to help again this year. We will be collecting
non-perishable food items, pet food, as well as new and gently used coats and
blankets for the next 5 weeks. In order to get a wide variety of the items we will focus
on one item per week.
Nov. 7—Protein Sunday (Canned meats, Peanut Butter, etc.)
Nov. 14—Cereal Sunday (Bring on the healthy breakfast cereal)
Nov. 21—Pet Food Sunday ( Small bags of dog food and cat food)
Nov. 28—Be a Peach Sunday ( Bring in those cans of fruit and veggies)
Dec. 5—Soupy Sunday ( Let’s finish it off with canned soups)

Meet Our Scholarship Students
Welcome Callie Cooper, the contralto member of
our WSU Scholarship Singers. Raised in Vienna,
Virginia, a suburb of Washington D. C., Callie graduated from the University of Minn. in 2021 with a B.A.
in Vocal Performance. She and Cole Mcllquham, our tenor soloist, are good friends, having
each graduated from the
U. of Minn. Callie is in
her first year of the two year program, as a candidate for the
M. A. degree in Vocal Performance, studying with Mr. Alan Held, Director of
Opera Studies at WSU. Callie is the middle one of
three sisters, and works part time at Starbucks while
she lives in Wichita. We are delighted to have
her join us
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Plymouth Fine Arts Hallway Gallery
TALLGRASS PRAIRIE PRESS PRINTMAKERS
The Plymouth hallway art gallery currently features prints by Tallgrass Prairie Press
Printmakers. Based at Mark Arts Art Center, formerly the Wichita Center for the Arts,
they are an association of local artists who are actively creating original fine art prints.
The different types of printmaking methods and techniques they use include: stone
and polyplate lithography, copperplate and solar plate etchings, drypoint intaglio
prints, linoleum and woodcut relief prints, collagraph prints, monoprints and
monotypes.
All members are encouraged to develop their own individual styles and techniques.
As a result, their exhibitions show a high diversity in choices regarding color,
processes, and subject matter.
Members include artists who have taken printmaking classes at or artists who are
currently enrolled in printmaking classes at Mark Arts.

Plymouth Fine Arts Display Case
JOHN BUCKNER, Fine Woodturning
The Plymouth art display cabinet currently features works by John Buckner, Fine
Woodturning. Dr. Buckner creates beautiful, useful objects from domestic and exotic
hardwoods. Each piece is unique, a one-of-a-kind collaboration of nature and human
skill.
Dr. Buckner takes pride in his finishes. He allows weeks for varnishes and lacquers to
cure. Then he triple-buffs and hard-waxes the finishes. The result is a durable, visual
and tactile delight, a creation of heirloom quality.
John Buckner has been turning wood for 70 years. His father was an expert
woodworker and built most of the family’s furniture from walnut wood harvested from
their southwest Missouri farm. Some of that wood is still being shaped.
With degrees from the University of Northern Colorado and the University of Kansas,
Dr. Buckner taught at Washburn University, Topeka, Kansas, where he retired as
Professor Emeritus of Music. He lives and turns in North Newton,
Kansas. He’s a member of the American Association of
Woodturners.
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Canticle of the Turning
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Words: Rory Cooney © 1990, GIA Publications, Inc.; Music: STAR OF THE COUNTY DOWN, Rory Cooney © 1990, GIA Publications, Inc. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-722558. All rights reserved.
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O Come, O Come, Emanuel

Words: John Mason Neale and Henry Sloane Coffin, public domain; VENI EMMANUEL, Thomas Helmore, public domain.
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The Christmas Story
Annual Multigenerational Christmas Pageant
Wednesday, December 8th | 5:30 pm Dinner | 6:30 pm Pageant
Christmas cookies in Fellowship Hall following the performance.
There will be a collection that evening to benefit the Plymouth Fine Arts Series.

These three magi insist that you fill those empty pews and attend the
Christmas pageant!

Plymouth Staff
Rev. Dr. Donald P. Olsen, Senior Minister
Rev. Karen Robu, Associate Minister
Dr. Henry Waters, Director of Music
Christopher Shaw, Organist
KD Keim, Administrative Assistant
Lindsay Miller, Sunday School Teacher
Tim Robu, Maintenance Engineer
Erik Breckenridge, Video Tech
John Palmer, Video Tech Assistant
Bill Berry & Ramikia Stevenson, Custodians
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November /December 2021
Sunday

Monday

28

Tuesday

29
30
2 pm Prairie
Wind Folk Dancers

10:30am
Worship,
(Sanctuary)

Wednesday
1
2pm Plymouth
Projects
(Chapel)

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

2

3

4

9

10

11

16

17

18

5:30 Wednesday
Night Dinner
7pm Choir Rehearsal
7pm Pageant
Rehearsal

5
8am Blood Drive
10:30am
Worship,
(Sanctuary)

6
7
2 pm Prairie
5:30pm Cabinet
Wind Folk Danc- Meeting
ers

8
2pm Plymouth
Projects
(Chapel)
5:30pm Wednesday Night Dinner
6:30pm Christmas Pageant
7pm Choir Rehearsal

12
10:30am
Worship,
(Sanctuary)

13
14
2 pm Prairie
5:30 Tuesday
Wind Folk Danc- Night Dinner
ers
7pm Handel’s
Messiah Singalong

15
2pm Plymouth
Projects
(Chapel)
7pm Choir Rehearsal

Please join us for worship next Sunday, December 5th.
Dr. Olsen will be Preaching.
The Plymouth Covenant

Believing in Jesus Christ, the Interpreter of God to humankind, we accept His
teachings as the guiding principles of our lives and consecrate ourselves and
our church to their fulfillment. We therefore join in covenant, one with another, to worship, work, and serve together that we may express through our
Church and our individual lives the love and faith taught by Jesus Christ.
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