Celebration of Worship
September 18, 2022

Celebration of Worship
September 18, 2022

10:30 am

Fifteenth Sunday After Pentecost

Enter in Prayer, Worship with Gratitude, Go Forth to Serve
——————–———–

Opening Voluntary Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing
Christopher Shaw, organ

arr. Robert Lau

Welcome and Announcements
Mission Moment

Project Access

Mick Cayless

Introit
Call to Worship
*Opening Hymn

To You, O God, All Creatures Sing

*Responsive Sentences

(page 6)
John O’Donohue

One: Almighty God, hear our prayers of thanksgiving for this Church, our home.
All: This place has known the respect of stone,
One: And the friendship of the wind,
All: And the litanies of the rain rearranging the air,
One: And cascades of sunlight from dawn till dusk
All: and the glow of the moon rending the night.
One: We give you thanks for the wonder of children,
All: The hope of mornings in troubled hearts,
One: The anxieties of old age unclenching into grace,
All: And the final acceptance of a death into your greater being.
One: We give you thanks for generations of learners—unseen but with us still—
who have gone before in prayer, song, and word.
All: May the rain fall kindly here.
One: May daylight illuminate our hearts here.
All: May the darkness never burden here.
One: May our lives of love and promise refine the life of our community.
All: And our community at large.
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*Response of Praise

Praise to God, Immortal Praise

DIX

Words: Anna L. Barbauld, 1772, altered, public domain; DIX, Conrad Kocher, 1838, public domain.

*Invocation and Lord’s Prayer
Though we be many people, diverse with various gifts, we are given to each
other for the unity of faith and growth in the knowledge of the one who
taught us to pray …Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name; thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

Scripture Reading

Luke 10:38-42
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Welcoming Song

O Little Children Gather
(Let the children come forward.)

BEAUTIFUL FLOWER

Words: Christopher Dock, trans. by Alice Parker, 1962 © 1991 Alice Parker; Music: BEAUTIFUL
FLOWER, Alice Parker The Philharmonia, 1875; arr. Alice Parker © 1991 Alice Parker. Reprinted
with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-722558. All rights reserved.

A Moment with Our Children
Solo

Dr. Robu

How Lovely Are Thy Dwellings
Virginia Revering

arr. Tom Fettke

How lovely are Thy dwellings, O Lord of Hosts!
My soul longeth, yea, fainteth, for the courts of the Lord;
My heart and my flesh cry out for the living God.
Yea, the sparrow hath found her a house,
and a swallow a nest, where she may lay her young,
even Thine altars, O Lord of hosts,
my King and my God.
O Lord God of Hosts, hear my prayer;
I would rather be a door-keeper in the house of my God,
than to dwell in the tents of wickedness.
For a day in Thy courts is better than a thousand.

Prayer Concerns

Pastoral Prayer
Organ Response
Invitation to Offering
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Anthem

Angels Visit When We Sing

Tom Trenney

Alleluia!
Angels visit when we sing and the morning stars rejoice,
we can hear them echoing in each faithful heart and voice;
Alleluia!
Angels visit when we sing as they did at Jesus' birth
and music that they bring links the heavens with the earth!
Alleluia!
Angels visit when we sing and with their praise
sin and death have lost their sting!
For the crucified is raised!
Alleluia!
Angels visit when we sing and our hearts are touched by fire,
as our hymns and anthems ring with the sound of heaven's choir.
Alleluia!

Sermon
*Hymn of Departure

“To Bless the Space Between Us:
V Callings”

Dr. Olsen

Help Us Accept Each Other

(page 7)

*Benediction
Closing Voluntary

Lasst uns erfreuen
Christopher Shaw, organ

arr. Mark Sedio

*Let everyone stand in body or in spirit.
North Entry Greeter Tom & Jeanne Thompson
Communion Table Flowers Tom & Jeanne Thompson
Cover Attribution NASA Webb Space Telescope, public domain, https://
webbtelescope.org/contents/media/
images/2022/035/01G7DCWB7137MYJ05CSH1Q5Z1Z?news=true
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To You, O God, All Creatures Sing

Words: St. Francis of Assisi, 1225, public domain; Music: LASST UNS ERFREUEN, Geistliche Kirchengesäng, public domain,
descant © 1993, The Pilgrim Press. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-722558. All rights reserved.
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Help Us Accept Each Other

Words: Fred Kaan © 1977 Hope Publishing Company; Music: ACCEPTANCE, John Ness Beck © 1977 Hope Publishing Company.
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-722558. All rights reserved.
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Plymouth Hallway Art Gallery
The Gallery artist for September and October goes by the name Hoodoo. Here's his
Artist Statement: I picked up a pencil and brush before I could walk. I studied Fine Arts
at the University of North Texas after receiving degrees in Business from Kansas
State University. For the next 20 years I created pieces for mass retail. Later I focused
on my interest in abstract and figurative painting. My primary mediums are pastel and
acrylic, followed by ink, pencil and charcoal. In the past 5 years I've focused on
creating art for animal lovers like myself. For most, the question is the name, Hoodoo.
It was my maternal grandfather's nickname, and I'm told I am a carbon copy. I exhibit
at the Old Town Farm & Art Market approximately twice a month.

Plymouth Hallway Display Case
Judi Michaelis is a native of Kansas. She earned her BS and BA degrees in Art Education from Pittsburg State University. She moved to Wichita where she has taught art
to schoolchildren of all ages for over 30 years. Judi is also the owner of Krazy Lady
Designs, where she creates recycled art glass jewelry and her true passion, one-of-akind glass mosaics. She is a member of Wichita Women Artists. Judi first exhibited at
Plymouth in 2018 and we're happy to have her back.
Artist Statement: GLASS, GLORIOUS GLASS
The reflection of light upon a surface....the interaction of colors.....
The unforgiving nature of the material.....the evolution of the work as it progresses.....
The discovery of the process.....the constant decision making.....
ALL of these give me great satisfaction!
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Men’s Club Fundraiser
The Plymouth Men's Club will be kicking off this year's Red Wheel Fund Raiser on
Sunday, September 18th. The sale will continue through October 11th. Product delivery is slated for October 26th. All Plymouth Men’s Club Funds raised are for the wellbeing and enhancement of Plymouth Congregational Church.

Adult Ed, Wednesdays at 6 pm
Jesus and John Wayne, by Dr. Kristin Kobes Du Mez. How White Evangelicals corrupted a faith and fractured a nation.

Adult Sunday School, Sundays at 9 am
The Triumph of Christianity: How a forbidden religion swept the world, by Bart D.
Ehrman

Re-Member Senior Week
Sat Sep 16 - Fri Sep 22, 2023
You’ve heard the experiences our youth have had on Pine Ridge Indian Reservation
serving and learning with the organization Re-Member. Now it’s your chance go!
Re-Member’s Senior Week program offers the complete cultural immersion found in
their regular program; however, the work projects they focus on are less physically
demanding, to better accommodate those 55 and older.
Adult volunteers of all ages, though, are welcome to join during Senior Week.
$749.00 per person plus cost of transportation.
Spots are limited. Reservations are on a first come first serve basis. I will need a
non-refundable deposit in the amount of 50% of the total amount due. I cannot reserve a spot for you without a deposit.

Plymouth Staff

Rev. Dr. Donald P. Olsen, Senior Minister
Rev. Dr. Karen Robu, Associate Minister
Dr. Henry Waters, Director of Music
Christopher Shaw, Organist
KD Keim, Financial Secretary/Administrative Assistant
Lindsay Miller, Sunday School Teacher
Tim Robu, Maintenance Engineer
Erik Breckenridge, Video Tech
John Palmer, Video Tech Assistant
Bill Berry & Ramikia Stevenson, Custodians
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From the Archives
Voting to combine the two congregations was reported in The Wichita Beacon on
March 14, 1918. Each membership held long discussions on separate evenings. To
quote from Dr. George Ricker’s church history of 1935, “Soon after beginning his
ministry [April 1917], Mr. Herring began to initiate a movement looking towards the
union of Plymouth and College Hill churches…. The union was achieved successfully,
and the new organization taking for its name, The United Congregational Church….
For more than a year, separate services were maintained. As this arrangement did
not prove satisfactory, the congregations were finally merged on November 2, 1919,
retaining both pastors [Herring and Burger] and worshipping in the Community House
[College Hill church].” The Wichita Beacon on October 18, 1919 stated, “This action,
one of the most unusual in the history of Wichita churches, has been taken partly
because the officers of Plymouth Church felt that there are at present enough large
downtown churches to take care of the downtown people, and that more good could
be done by transferring the congregation to the hill, making one large church with an
increased membership. It is the first time that a large downtown church has moved
into the outlying residential districts.” A lengthy article had been published by the
Eagle a few weeks prior stating that Wichita was represented by 76 churches at that
time. Many were listed with their address, membership count, and valuation of their
property.
On January 8, 1920, The Wichita Beacon published a large illustration of the
proposed new church (see image). It was designed by Shepard and Wiser,
prominent architects of Kansas City, MO. The design was described in subsequent
articles as “the most beautiful church edifice in the Southwest.” It took over a year to
break ground on the building, much slower than the construction committee had
expected, due in part to procuring building materials at a reasonable cost as well as
raising the necessary funds.
In the meantime, one of the unique challenges of combining the churches was
how to help the downtown residents, mostly the Plymouth people, get to church in
College Hill. In June 1920 an article in the Wichita Eagle told of the church members
being “conveyed there each Sunday by jitney buses. (The word “jitney” meant a small
bus following a regular route.) Expenses entailed by rental of the [four] cars are paid
for by collections taken in the church.” The cars covered all districts of the city, and
each held about twenty passengers. “While the bus is scheduled to be at the home of
a church member at a certain minute, it does not wait for those who reside there if
they are not ready. This ruling is observed for fear other passengers, or those who
are to be picked up, will be late for church services.” (Hmm, we wonder how long this
bus service lasted!)
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The downtown church was sold for $30,000 to Mr. S. G. Bond, architect and
building contractor. This was a significant portion of the funds needed for the new
church. Mr. Bond built a new building on the property to house a proposed grocery
and a drugstore. Still, it must have been terribly sad to see the ‘mother’ church come
down in April 1921. “The cornerstone, pipe organ, and some of the stained [glass]
windows from the old building will be used in the construction of the new $150,000
Congregational church,” reported The Wichita Eagle. The original chapel was built in
1886 and the cornerstone was part of the addition in 1889. Mr. Bond salvaged some
of the lumber and many of the bricks. Come to the Commons area to see the old
cornerstone incorporated into the fireplace surround. This room was first used as a
men’s lounge, then the church library. It’s now the Bridal Room right below the west
entrance lobby area, or narthex.
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September / October 2022
Sunday
18
9am Adult Sunday
School

Monday

Tuesday

19
20
2pm Prairie Wind 5:30pm
Folk Dancers
Investment Club

9am Fine Arts Mtg
Mission Possible

26
27
2pm Prairie Wind 5:30pm Trustee
Folk Dancers

10:30am Sunday
Worship,
(Sanctuary)

5:30pm Deacons

Saturday

23
5:30pm
FAS #1
Dinner w/
Howard
Helvey

24
7pm FAS #1
Howard Helvey

28
5:30pm
Wednesday
Night Dinner

29

30

1

7

8

2pm Plymouth
Projects

6pm Adult Ed
7pm Choir
Rehearsal

Board Budget
Requests Due

10:30am Sunday
Worship,
(Sanctuary)

21
22
9am Present Day
2pm Plymouth
5:30pm
Projects
Wednesday
Night Dinner

Friday

7pm Choir
Rehearsal

25
9am Adult Sunday
School

9am Adult Sunday
School

Thursday

6pm Adult Ed

10:30am Sunday
Worship,
(Sanctuary)

2

Wednesday

3
4
2pm Prairie Wind 5:30pm Cabinet
Folk Dancers

5
5:30pm
Wednesday
Night Dinner

6
2pm Plymouth
Projects
(Chapel)

6pm Adult Ed
7pm Choir
Rehearsal

Please join us for worship next Sunday, September 25th
Dr. Olsen will be preaching
The Plymouth Covenant

Believing in Jesus Christ, the Interpreter of God to humankind, we accept His
teachings as the guiding principles of our lives and consecrate ourselves and
our church to their fulfillment. We therefore join in covenant, one with
another, to worship, work, and serve together that we may express through our
Church and our individual lives the love and faith taught by Jesus Christ.
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