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Celebration of Worship 
 

January 1, 2023                                                                             10:30 am 

 
First Sunday After Christmas 

Enter in Prayer, Worship with Gratitude, Go Forth to Serve 
      ——————–———–  

 

Opening Voluntary                O Come, All ye Faithful              arr. David Cherwien  
                                     Christopher Shaw, organ                                
 

Welcome and Announcements       
 

Introit 
 
Call to Worship 
 

*Opening Hymn                            Love Has Come                                       (page 7) 
 

*Responsive Reading  
 

One: We welcome a new year. 
  All: O God, light up our way. 
One: We face anxieties and fears. 
  All: O God, be a light in our darkness. 
One: We remember the troubled ones among family and friends. 
  All: O God, be a warm light of support. 
One: In our world there is abuse, poverty, and fear. 
  All: O God, we will bring light to the dark places. 
One: We will journey and venture as a faith community. 
  All: O God, your light will lead us forward. 

 
From: Prayers to Share: Responsive Prayers for each Sunday of the Church Year A 
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*Response of Praise                Hope is a Candle 

 

*Invocation and Lord’s Prayer                             
 

We thank you, O God, for revealing your love in the gift of a child. Stir our 
hopes. Prepare us for mysteries that can change us. Ready us for dreams 
that may send us in a different direction. Ground us in our wisdom, and help 
us to follow your call as did the one who prayed …Our Father, who art in 
heaven hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts 
as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. 
Amen.  
 

Invocation From: Prayers for all Seasons, Year A 

 

Welcoming Song            Holy Child Within the Manger                JOYOUS LIGHT 
(Let the children come forward.)    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Words: Marty Haugen © 1987, GIA Publications, Inc.; Music: JOYOUS LIGHT, Marty Haugen © 1987, GIA Publications, 
Inc. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-722558. All rights reserved. 

Words: Richard Leach © 1996, Selah Publishing Co., Inc.; Music: GALLOWAY TAM, Scottish folk melody, adapt. and 
arr. David Ashley White © 2010, Selah Publishing Co., Inc. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-722558. 
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A Moment with Our Children                                                    Lindsay Miller                                      
 

Solo                                            Mary Did You Know      Mark Lowry & Buddy Greene 

Maddie Palmer 
 

Mary did you know, 
that your ancient words 

would still leap off our pages? 
Mary did you know, 
that your spirit song 

would echo through the ages? 

Did you know that your holy cry 
would be subversive word, 

that the tyrants would be trembling 
when they know your truth is heard? 

Mary did you know, 
that your lullaby 

would stir your own Child’s passion? 
Mary did you know, 

that your song inspires 
the work of liberation? 

Did you know that your Jubilee 
is hope within the heart 

of all who dream of justice, 
who yearn for it to start? 

The truth will teach, the drum will sound, healing for the pain 
The poor will rise, the rich will fall. Hope will live again 

Mary did you know, 
that we hear your voice 

for the healing of the nations? 
Mary did you know, 
your unsettling cry 

can help renew creation? 

Do you know, that we need your faith, 
the confidence of you, 

May the God that you believe in, 
be so true. 

 
(Text by Jennifer Henry) 
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Prayer Concerns                                                                           
 

Pastoral Prayer                     
 

Organ Response 
 

Invitation to Offering 
 
Anthem                                   “What Can I Give Him?”                 arr. Howard Helvey 

from Sing We Now of Christmas 
 

In the bleak mid-winter,  
frosty wind made moan, 
earth stood hard as iron,  

water like a stone; 
snow had fallen, 
snow on snow, 

in the bleak mid-winter 
long ago. 

 
Our God, heav’n cannot hold Him, 

nor earth sustain;  
heav’n and earth shall flee away 

when He comes to reign. 
In the bleak mid-winter 
a stable place sufficed 

the Lord God Incarnate, 
Jesus Christ. 

 
Angels and archangels  

may have gathered there, 
cherubim and seraphim 

thronged the air;  
but His mother only,  
in her maiden bliss, 

worshipped the Beloved 
with a kiss. 

 
What can I give Him, 

poor as I am?  
If I were a shepherd, 
I would bring a lamb; 
if I were a wise man, 
I would do my part. 

Yet what I can, I give Him: 
give my heart. 
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Scripture Reading                                                                    Ecclesiastes 2:24-26  
 

There is nothing better for mortals than to eat and drink, and find enjoyment in 
their toil. This also, I saw, is from the hand of God; for apart from him who can eat 
or who can have enjoyment? For to the one who pleases him God gives wisdom 
and knowledge and joy; but to the sinner he gives the work of gathering and 
heaping, only to give to one who pleases God. This also is vanity and a chasing 
after wind.  

 
Hymn of Preparation      Love Came Down at Christmas                          (page 8) 

 
Sermon                         “Pursuing a Happy New Year”                             Dr. Robu 

 
*Hymn of Departure          A New Year Confronts Us                                  (page 9) 

                    

*Benediction    
 

Closing Voluntary          Hark! The Herald Angels Sing           arr. David Cherwien  
  Christopher Shaw, organ   

 

*Let everyone stand in body or in spirit. 

      
 

North Entry Greeter Joe Henderson 
 

Communion Table Flowers Joe Henderson 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Plymouth Staff  
Rev. Dr. Donald P. Olsen, Senior Minister  
Rev. Dr. Karen Robu, Associate Minister  

Dr. Henry Waters, Director of Music 
Christopher Shaw, Organist  

KD Keim, Financial Secretary/Administrative Assistant  
Lindsay Miller, Sunday School Teacher  

Tim Robu, Maintenance Engineer  
Erik Breckenridge, Video Tech 

John Palmer, Video Tech Assistant 
Bill Berry & Ramikia Stevenson, Custodians  
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Text: Ken Bible © 1996 LNWhymns.com (admin. by Music Services) All Rights Reserved. ASCAP; Music: BRING A TORCH, French 
carol, F. Seguin, Recueil de noëls en langue provençale, 1856, public domain. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-
722558. All rights reserved. 

 
Love Has Come 
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Text: Christina Rossetti © 1982 The Jubilate Group, admin Hope Publishing Company; Music: LOVE INCARNATE, C. 
Edgar Pettman, University Carol Book, 1923. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-722558. All rights re-
served. 

 
Love Came Down at Christmas                           
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A New Year Confronts Us 
By Fred Pratt Green 

Tune: LYONS 
 

A New Year confronts us: and must it be true 
'Whatever it brings us, it brings nothing new'? 

Let cynics be silent - salvation is near! 
God send us a happy and peaceful New Year! 

 
'How quickly time flies!' is a cry from the heart; 
We need all our courage to make a fresh start, 

To track in life's jungle a path that is clear: 
God send us a happy and peaceful New Year! 

 
How easy the greeting! It slips off the tongue 

As if we forgot the world's measureless wrong. 
We stumble to find it, a prayer that's sincere: 

God send us a happy and peaceful New Year! 
 

How happy God's children, the makers of peace! 
Too slowly, yet surely, their numbers increase; 

Their patience in loving is casting out fear: 
God send us a happy and peaceful New Year! 

 
 
 
Words: Fred Pratt Green © 1989 Hope Publishing Company. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-
722558. All rights reserved. 
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Plymouth Hallway Art Gallery 
 
Tallgrass Prairie Press Printmakers. 
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The Plymouth Covenant 
Believing in Jesus Christ, the Interpreter of God to humankind, we accept His 
teachings as the guiding principles of our lives and consecrate ourselves and 

our church to their fulfillment. We therefore join in covenant, one with anoth-
er, to worship, work, and serve together that we may express through our 
Church and our individual lives the love and faith taught by Jesus Christ. 

 January 2023 

Please join us for worship next Sunday, January 8th. 
Dr. Olsen will be Preaching. 

Sunday Monday Tuesday  Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
 
New Years Day 
 
10:30am   
Worship, 
(Sanctuary) 
 
 

2  
 
Office Closed 

3 
 
12pm Preschool 
ECDO 
 
5:30pm Cabinet 
Mtg 

4 
 
6pm       
Wednesday  
Night Dinner 
 
7pm Nebraska 
Wesleyan Choir 
Concert 
 
 
 

5 
 
2pm Plymouth 
Projects  
 
 
2pm Cooking 
food for Shelter 
 
5:30pm Serving 
at the Shelter 

6 
 
7pm Folk 
Concert 

7 
 

8 
9am Adult Sunday 
School 
 
10:30am   
Worship, 
(Sanctuary) 
 
 

9 
 
2 pm Prairie 
Wind Folk  
Dancers 

10 
 

11 
 
5:30pm  
Wednesday 
Night Dinner 
 
7pm Choir 
 Rehearsal 
 

12 
 
2pm Plymouth 
Projects  

13 
 

14 
 

15 
9am Adult Sunday 
School 
 
9am Fine Arts Mtg.  
 
Mission Possible 
Sunday 
 
10:30am   
Worship, 
(Sanctuary) 
 
Annual Reports 
Due to office 

16 
 
12pm Present 
Day Club 
 
2 pm Prairie 
Wind Folk  
Dancers 

17 
 
5:30pm  
Investment Club 

18 
 
5:30pm  
Wednesday 
Night Dinner 
 
6pm Adult Ed  
 
7pm Choir    
Rehearsal 

19 
 
2pm Plymouth 
Projects  
 
5:45pm CE Mtg 

20 
 

21 
 


