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Celebration of Worship 
 
May 5, 2024                                                                                   10:30 am 

Sixth Sunday of Easter 
Enter in Prayer, Worship with Gratitude, Go Forth to Serve 

      ——————–———–  
 

Opening Voluntary                Earth and All Stars                 arr. Michael Burkhardt  
Christopher Shaw, organ                                   

 

Welcome and Announcements                 
 

Introit                                               
 

Call to Worship                                                                                             
 

*Opening Hymn                        Earth and All Stars                                      (page 6) 
 

*Responsive Sentences                                                
 

One: All is not lost  
  All: It must not be  
One: There are children  
  All: There are wildflowers  
One: Love creeps into our lives like vines  
  All: rooting into our hearts the ways of liberation  
One: We are interconnected, branches of the same corner of the universe,  
  All: reaching for sunlight, yearning for transformation,  
One: tenderly caring for all that still longs to live. Let us worship God—  
  All: Our Sunlight, Our Salvation, Our Ancient Ever New Hope.  

 

*Response of Praise     Come, Let Us Join with Faithful Souls   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Words: William G. Tarrant, 1892, public domain; Music: AZMON, Carl G. Gläser, 1828, public domain. 
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*Invocation and Lord’s Prayer                                                
 

God of dreams and visions, you unleash the imaginations of our hearts. In 
you, we catch sight of holy possibilities for thinking and living differently. 
Make us open to the wisdom of the past and to your promises of the future 
that today, we might be transformed by the love of the one who prayed …
Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into        
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory forever. Amen.  

 

Scripture Reading                                                                           Isaiah 43:16-21 
 

Thus says the Lord, who makes a way in the sea, a path in the mighty waters, who 
brings out chariot and horse, army and warrior; they lie down, they cannot rise, 
they are extinguished, quenched like a wick: Do not remember the former things, 
or consider the things of old. I am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, do 
you not perceive it? I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the de-
sert. The wild animals will honor me, the jackals and the ostriches; for I give water 
in the wilderness, rivers in the desert, to give drink to my chosen people, the peo-
ple whom I formed for myself so that they might declare my praise.   
 

Welcoming Song           These Treasured Children      PUER NOBIS NASCITUR 
(Let the children come forward.)    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Words: Jacque B. Jones © 2014, GIA Publications, Inc.; Music: PUER NOBIS, adapt. Michael Praetorius, 1571–1621. Reprinted 
with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-722558. All rights reserved. 

 

A Moment with Our Children                                                          Dr. Olsen 
 

Solo                      “Quia fecit mihi magna” from Magnificat                       J. S. Bach 
Wesley Kelley 

  
translation from Latin: 

For he who is mighty has done great [things] for me, and holy [is] his name. 

 
Prayer Concerns                                                                                      
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Pastoral Prayer                                                                From Enfleshed.com                                           
 

Prayer Response      
                                                                                               

Invitation to Offering      
                                                                                 

Anthem                                     Bright Morning Stars                    arr. Shawn Kirchner 
Christopher Strecker, solo 

  
Bright morning stars are rising, 
Day is a-breaking in my soul. 

  
Oh, where are our dear mothers, 

Day is a-breaking in my soul. 
  

They are down in the valley praying, 
Day is a-breaking in my soul. 

  
Oh where are our dear fathers, 
Day is a-breaking in my soul. 

  
They have gone to heaven shouting, 

Day is a-breaking in my soul. 
  

Bright morning stars are rising, 
Day is a-breaking in my soul. 

 

Sermon                                     “New Things”                                     Dr. Robu 
 

*Hymn of Departure       How Many Times We Start Again                        (page 7) 
 

Benediction                                                                                                        
 

Closing Voluntary                 Earth and All Stars                     arr. David Cherwien  
Christopher Shaw, organ                                   

 
  * Let all who are able please stand. 
 
Select liturgy taken and/or adapted from Enfleshed.com 
 
North Entry Greeter Karon Giles 
 

Communion Table Flowers Karon Giles 
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Wednesdays in Summer 
 

Select Wednesdays June—August | 6 pm at a different member’s home each 
week. Watch your bulletin and Eblast for location and discussion topic. 
 
Dates: 
June 5 | Hosts: Karen and Tim Robu 
June 12 | Hosts: TBA 
July 3 | Hosts: TBA 
July 10 | Hosts: TBA 
July 17 | Hosts: TBA 
Aug 28 | Hosts: TBA  
 

Progressive Pilgrims Book Club 
 

Reading Rough Sleepers by Tracy Kidder. Meeting Sunday, June 2. Location TBA 
 

Mother’s Day Sunday, May 12 
 
It was suggested that we have three members of Plymouth honor their mothers by 
telling us about them on Mother’s Day during worship.  We quickly had two        
volunteers offer to do so and are looking for a third. Did you have a great mother? 
Please share those memories and stories with us so we can celebrate with you 
and remember our own moms. Each speaker is allotted 5-7 minutes. We know you 
can do it!  Just let Dr. Olsen or Dr. Robu know. Only one spot left, first response 
gets it! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Plymouth Staff  
 

Rev. Dr. Donald P. Olsen, Senior Minister  
Rev. Dr. Karen Robu, Associate Minister  

Dr. Henry Waters, Director of Music 
Christopher Shaw, Organist  

KD Keim, Financial Secretary/Administrative Assistant  
Lindsay Miller, Sunday School Teacher  

Tim Robu, Maintenance Engineer  
Erik Breckenridge, Video Tech 

John Palmer, Video Tech Assistant 
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Words: Herbert F Brokering © 1968, Augsburg Fortress; Music: EARTH AND ALL STARS, David N Johnson © 1968, Augsburg 
Fortress. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-722558. All rights reserved.  

 
Earth and All Stars 
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Words: Thomas H. Troeger © 2006, Oxford University Press; Music: THE ROWAN TREE, Bradley Kauffman, Scottish tradition-
al, The Scottish Minstrel, 1822; arr. Bradley Kauffman, © 2020 Bradley Kauffman. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE 

 
How Many Times We Start Again 
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The Plymouth Covenant 
Believing in Jesus Christ, the Interpreter of God to humankind, we accept His 
teachings as the guiding principles of our lives and consecrate ourselves and 

our church to their fulfillment. We therefore join in covenant, one with        
another, to worship, work, and serve together that we may express through our 

Church and our individual lives the love and faith taught by Jesus Christ. 

 May 2024 

Please join us for worship next Sunday, May 12th. 
Mother’s Day Special 

Sunday Monday Tuesday  Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

5 
 
10:30am  Sunday 
Worship  
 
11:30 Cinco de 
Mayo Brunch 
 
 

6 
 
2 pm Prairie 
Wind Folk  
Dancers 
 
 

7 
 
5:30pm Cabinet 

8 
 
5:30pm   
Wednesday 
Night Dinner 
 
 
7pm Choir    
Rehearsal 

9 
 

10 
 

11 
 

12 
 
Mother’s Day 
 
10:30am  Sunday 
Worship  
 
 
 

13 
 
2 pm Prairie 
Wind Folk  
Dancers 
 
 

14 
 
5:30pm Growth 
Steering 

15 
 
5:30pm   
Wednesday 
Night Dinner 
 
 
7pm Choir    
Rehearsal 

16 
 
5:45pm CE  

17 
 

18 
 

19 
 
Graduation  
Sunday 
 
10:30am  Sunday 
Worship  
 
 
 

20 
 
2 pm Prairie 
Wind Folk  
Dancers 
 
 

21 
 
5:30pm         
Investment Club 

22 
 
5:30pm   
Wednesday 
Night Dinner 
 
 
7pm Choir    
Rehearsal 

23 
 
 

24 
 

25 
 


