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 Celebration of Worship 
 

December 14, 2025                                                                         10:30 am      
                                   Third Sunday of Advent                               

 

        Enter in Prayer, Worship with Gratitude, Go Forth to Serve  
 
 

 

Opening Voluntary                  Joy to the Word                                 arr. David Schelat 
                  Christopher Shaw, organ 
                                                              

Welcome and Announcements    
  
Introit                                       He Came Down                                   arr. John Bell 

He came down that we may have hope; hallelujah for evermore. 
He came down that we may have peace; hallelujah for evermore. 

He came down that we may have joy; hallelujah for evermore  

 
 Call to Worship 
                                                                          

*Opening Hymn                     We Dream of a Turning                                   Page 7 
  
*Responsive Reading                                                                 Cindy Perkins      

  

Our souls proclaim your greatness, O God. 
     And our spirits rejoice in you. 
We will praise you as long as we live. 
     We will sing praises to you our whole lives long. 
We will not trust in the powerful of this world, 
     But will trust in you–Creator of heaven and earth, 
the One who gives food to the hungry, 
     the One who enacts justice for the oppressed. 
Our souls proclaim your greatness, O God 
     As we worship you in this place, 
     As we light these candles in hope, peace, and joy. 

 
 

*Lighting of the Advent Wreath   
 
                                The Candle of Joy 
                                                Katie and Francie Robu 
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*Light the Candle                  Hope is a Candle                           GALLOWAY TAM 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                    

Holy God of Joy, we rejoice in the reality of who you are. We live within the 
joy of your love for us. Our contentment comes and goes. Our happiness 
ebbs and flows. Our feelings depend upon our circumstances, our physical 
health, our brain chemistry. But our joy is deeply rooted in our identity as 
your beloved children and we give you thanks as we pray…  
 
Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not 
into temptation but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory forever.  Amen. 
 

Welcoming Song          Holy Child Within the Manger                  JOYOUS LIGHT 
   (Let the children come forward) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A Moment with Our Children                                                   Lindsay Miller 
 

*Invocation and the Lord’s Prayer 
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Solo                            Of the Father’s Love Begotten            arr. Aaron David Miller 
           Chris Lovell, violin 

 
Reading  Hope                                                 Emily Son, reader 
Anthem Hope Lingers On                                          Andrea Ramsey 

 
My mother, when love is gone, in our darkest hour,  hope lingers on,  
My father when peace is gone, in our darkest hour, hope lingers on 
Chorus: I will not hate, and I will not fear; In our darkest hour, hope lingers here. 
My sister, when equality is gone, in our darkest hour, hope lingers on  
My brother, with tolerance gone, in our darkest hour hope lingers on. Chorus  
My love, when honor is gone, in our darkest hour hope lingers on.  
My country, when justice is gone, in our darkest hour hope lingers on. Chorus 

 

 

Reading            A Time for Peace                          Greg Nickel, reader 
Anthem    Caritas                                       Elaine Hagenberg           
       Chris Lovell, violin 
 

Caritas abundat in omnia,   Love abounds in all, 
de imis excellentissima    from the depths most excellent 
super sidera,     to beyond the stars, 
atque amantissima in omnia,   and loving toward all, 
Quia summo regi     she has given the highest king 
osculum pacis dedit.    the kiss of peace.              Hildegard von Bingen 

 

Reading              God Is Praise In Joy                  Sonja Bontrager, reader 
Anthem         Joy                                  Hans Bridger Heruth 

 
I am wild, I will sing to the trees, 
I will sing to the stars in the sky, 
I love, I am loved, he is mine, 
Now at last I can die! 
I am sandaled with wind and with flame, 
I have heart-fire and singing to give, 
I can tread on the grass or the stars, 
Now at last I can live!  

            Sara Teasdale. Love Songs. New York: The Macmillan Company, 1917. 
 

Reading          Love                                 Marisa Callan, reader 
Anthem           Love’s Pure Light                              Michael John Trotta 

Ellen Sudarshan, descant 
 

Love’s pure light. All is calm, all is bright Son of God, love’s pure light; 
Radiant beams from thy holy with the dawn of redeeming grace, love’s pure light. 
Silent night, holy night, all is calm all is bright round yon Virgin Mother and Child, 
Holy infant so tender and mild. Sleep in heavenly peace. 
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth. Love’s pure light, loves pure light! 
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Pastoral Prayer 
 
Prayer Resonse 
 
Invitation To Offering 

 
Offertory Anthem                 Hope for Resolution                 arr. Caldwell and Ivory 

Harper and Leila Callan, duet 
     Aubrie Culver, Diane Fast, Ellen Sudarshan, trio 

        Chris Lovell, violin; Joe Richey, saxophone 

 
 

Of the Father’s love begotten,   O ye heights of heaven adore him, 
Ever the worlds began to be.            Angel hosts his praises sing,  
He is Alpha and Omega,    Powers, dominions bow before him,  
He the source, the ending he.   And extol our God and King.  
Of the things that are, that have been, Let no tongue on earth be silent,  
and that future years shall see,  every voice in concert ring.  

evermore and evermore.   Evermore and evermore.  
 

Thula sizwe, ungabokhala,             Nation, do not cry.  
uJehovah wakho uzokunqobela.   Jehovah will protect us.  
Inkululeko, sizoyithola,             We will attain freedom.  
uJehovah wakho uzokunqobela.   Jehovah will protect us. 

 

Closing Hymn                        Joy to the World                                     Page 8 & 9 

 
*Benediction 
 

Closing Voluntary                  Joy to the World           Widor/arr. David Angerman 
 

 
 
  * Let all who are able please stand. 
  *** Ushers will seat late comers  
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Plymouth Staff  
Rev. Dr. Karen Robu, Senior Minister  
Christopher Shaw, Director of Music & Organist  
Marisa Callan, Assistant Dir. of Music 
Julie Martin, Administrative Assistant 
Lindsay Miller, Sunday School Teacher  
Robert Safley, Youth Group Leader 
Tim Robu, Maintenance Engineer  
Erik Breckenridge, Video Tech 
Jacob Prickett, Video Tech Substitute 

Licensing Information: 
CCLI License #3861056 
One License #A-722558 
Select liturgy adapted or taken from Enfleshed.com 
 

Our Responsive Sentences and Invocation are inspired by Psalm 146 and Luke 1:46-56 and 
were written by Joanna Harader, and posted on Spacious Faith. http://spaciousfaith.com/ 
 

The readings before each anthem were written by Susan Palo Cherwien and come from her 
three books, Crossings: Meditation for Worship, From Glory into Glory: Reflections for Worship, 
and To God I Give My Glory: Reflections for Worship, published by MorningStar Music Publish-
ers. 
  
“He Came Down” 
Words: Cameroon traditional, © 1990 WGRG, Iona Community; Music: HE CAME DOWN, Cam-
eroon traditional, © 1990 WGRG, Iona Community. Reprinted with permission under ONE LI-
CENSE #A-722558. All rights reserved. 
  
“We Dream of a Turning” 
Words: Adam Tice, 2009, © 2009 GIA Publications, Inc.; Music: LOCH LOMOND, Scottish Tra-
ditional, public domain. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-722558. All rights 
reserved. 
  
“Hope is a Candle” 
Words: Richard Leach © 1996, Selah Publishing Co., Inc.; Music: GALLOWAY TAM, Scottish 
folk melody, adapt. and arr. David Ashley White © 2010, Selah Publishing Co., Inc. Reprinted 
with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-722558. All rights reserved. 
  
“Holy Child Within the Manger” 
Words: Marty Haugen, 1987 © GIA Publications, Inc.; Music: JOYOUS LIGHT, Marty Haugen, 
1987 © GIA Publication, Inc. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-722558. All 
rights reserved. 
  
“Joy to the World” 
Words: Isaac Watts, 1719, public domain; Music: ANTIOCH, George Frederick Handel, 1742, 

arr. Lowell Mason, 1836, public domain. Used in a setting by David Cherwien, © 2020 Birnam-

wood. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-722558. All rights reserved. 

http://spaciousfaith.com/
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Alan and Nancy Roskam In memory of loved ones 

Corinne and Spencer Depew In memory of loved ones 

Abby Arthur Tom and Robert Safley In memory of Bob Arthur & Sharon Safley 

Cathie and Steve Yager  

Ingrid  Gill 
In memory of Hugh Gill                               
Love Ingrid, Grace & Edie 

Greg Nickel I Love You 

Jared Sprole In memory of Frank & Sally Sprole 

Heidi McCormick 
In memory of: Bert McCormick, Edgar 
Turner, Mr. Young 

Don and Diane Fast in memory of their son, Jeff Fast 

Garry and Elaine Neel in memory of  Amy Neel 

Jane Gilchrist Charly Brown 

In memory our parents, Richard & Emma 
Brown and Family, and Ralph & LaVonta 
Gilchrist and Family 

Cindy Couch In memory of my Sister, Mom and Dad 

Steve and Kitchel Woods 
In memory of Kitchel's brother, Bart 
Lindsley 

Jeanne & Jesse Thompson In memory of Tom & James Thompson 

Roxie& Ray  Mengelkoch In memory of our parents 

Rich Euson In memory of Colleen Euson 

Bernie and Alberta Nichols In memory of our parents 

Poinsettias that adorn our sanctuary are given 
in honor and in memory of our loved ones.  
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Spread the word!  
We are proud to announce the  
2026 Word & Note Season featuring Dr. Wilda 
(Wil) Gafney and the Opus 76 Quartet.  
 
Dr. Wilda (Wil) Gafney is a scholar,  
pastor, preacher, author, and activist.   
 
Opus 76 is hailed as “Kansas City’s Gem of a 
Quartet” by the Kansas City Star. The ensem-
ble consists of prize winning musicians from 
around the world. Stay tuned for more details.  

Event details subject to change: Ticket and Sponsorship  
information coming soon! 
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