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Celebration of Worship 
 
 

December 28, 2025                                                                        10:30 am 
 

First Sunday After Christmas 
Enter in Prayer, Worship with Gratitude, Go Forth to Serve  

 
 
Opening Voluntary          On This Day Earth Shall Ring       arr. Emma Lou Diemer            
                                           Christopher Shaw, organ                       
              

                                                                                                                                  
Welcome and Announcements                                                  Alan Fearey 
          
                                         
Introit                       “Gloria” from Angels We Have Heard on High 

 
 

Call to Worship                                                                   Rev. Peter Goerzen 
            

                                                     

*Opening Hymn             Hark the Herald Angels Sing                               Page 6  
 

                             
*Responsive Reading                                                                           Alan Fearey 

 
One: My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord! My spirit rejoices in God my Savior! 

Many: You have mercy on those who revere you, from generation to generation. 

 

One: You have shown strength with your arm and scattered the proud in their conceit, 

casting down the mighty from their thrones, and lifting up the lowly 

Many: You have filled the hungry with good things, and sent the rich away empty 

 

One: You have come to the aid of your servant, 

Many: To remember the promise of mercy, the promise made to our forebears, to 

Abraham and Sarah and their children forever. 

All: You, Almighty God, have done great things, and holy is your name! 
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*Response of Praise             Hope is a Candle                                 Page 7 

 
 

*Invocation and Lord’s Prayer                             Alan Fearey         
 
God of glory, your splendor shines from a manger in Bethlehem, where the 
Light of the world is humbly born into the darkness of human night. Open 
our eyes to Christ’s presence in the shadows of our world, so that we, like 
him, may become beacons of your justice, and defenders of all for whom 
there is no room.  

 
…Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  Amen.  
 
 
 

Scripture Readings               Luke 2:1-20                                     

 
In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered. 
This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their 
own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to 
the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of Da-
vid. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 
While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her 
firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth and laid him in a manger, because there was no 
place in the guest room. 
 
Now in that same region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock 
by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 
them, and they were terrified.  But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid, for see, I am bringing 
you good news of great joy for all the people:  to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, 
who is the Messiah, the Lord.  This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of 
cloth and lying in a manger.”  And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly 
host praising God and saying, 
 
“Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
    and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 
 
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us 
go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to 
us.” So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph and the child lying in the manger.  When 
they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child,  and all who heard it 
were amazed at what the shepherds told them,  and Mary treasured all these words and pondered 
them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and 
seen, just as it had been told them. 
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Welcoming Song                 Holy Child within the manger                Joyous Light 
   (Let the children come forward.)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A Moment with Our Children                                                   Lindsay Miller 
 

Solo                                       The Coventry Carol                               arr. Mark Hayes                                                             
                          Aubrie Culver, soloist  

 
Lully, lullay, thou little tiny Child, by, by, lully lullay; 
lullay, thou little tiny Child, by, by, lully, lullay. 
 
O sisters too, how may we do for to preserve this day 
this poor youngling, for whom we do sing, by, by, lully, lullay? 
 
Herod the king, in his raging, charged he hath this day 
his men of might, in his own sight, all young children to slay. 
 
That woe is me, poor Child for Thee, and ever mourn and say, 
for thy parting no say nor sing, by, by, lully, lullay. 

 
 
Prayer Concerns                                                                       Alan Fearey 
 
Pastoral Prayer           
                                          
Prayer Response            
                                                                                 
Invitation to Offering 
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Anthem                                    Away in a Manger                          arr. Gilbert Martin  

 
Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, the little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head; 
the stars in the heavens looked down where He lay, the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.  
 
The cattle are lowing, the Baby awakes, but little Lord Jesus, no crying He makes. 
I love Thee, Lord Jesus, look down from the sky and stay by my side until morning is nigh. 
 
Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask Thee to stay close by me forever, and love me, I pray. 
Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care, and fit us for heaven, to live with Thee there. 

Sermon                                 “A Crying Babe“                       Rev. Peter Goerzen 

         

*Closing Hymn               O Little Town of Bethlehem                                Page  8 

 
*Benediction   
 

Closing                                    Joy to the World                         arr. Craig Phillips 
   
 
 * Let all who are able please stand.  
  
 
Licensing Information: 
CCLI License #3861056 
One License #A-722558 
Select liturgy adapted or taken from Enfleshed.com 
 
“Hark the Herald Angels Sing” 
Text: Charles Wesley, 1739, public domain; Music: MENDELSSOHN, Felix Mendelsson, 1840, arr. William Hayman 
Cummings, 1855, public domain. 
 
“Hope is a Candle” 
Text: Richard Leach © 1996, Selah Publishing Co., Inc.; Music: GALLOWAY TAM, Scottish folk melody, adapt. and 
arr. David Ashley White © 2010, Selah Publishing Co., Inc. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-
722558. All rights reserved. 
 
“O Little Town of Bethlehem” 
Text: Phillips Brooks, 1868, public domain; Music: ST. LOUIS, Lewis Henry Redner, 1868, public domain. 
 
Text: Marty Haugen © 1987, GIA Publications, Inc.; Music: JOYOUS LIGHT, Marty Haugen © 1987, GIA Publications, 
Inc. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-722558. All rights reserved. 

 
 
 

                             

Plymouth Staff  
Rev. Dr. Karen Robu, Senior Minister  
Christopher Shaw, Director of Music & Organist  
Julie Martin, Administrative Assistant 
Lindsay Miller, Sunday School Teacher  
Robert Safley, Youth Group Leader 
Tim Robu, Maintenance Engineer  
Erik Breckenridge, Video Tech 
Jacob Prickett, AV assistant 
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Last day for current  
display of Hallway and 
Lobby Gallery Artwork. 

Be sure to take a look at 
our Hallway and Lobby  
Galleries before artwork 
changes after the New 
Year! 

Remember to grab a 
Pando "Mitten" from the 
Pando Initiative Tree in 
our lobby, to reward and 
encourage a student for 
meeting goals.  
 
Accepting donations now 
through January 16th!  
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