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Celebration of Worship 

January 11, 2026                                                                               10:30 am 
Baptism of Christ Sunday 

Enter in Prayer, Worship with Gratitude, Go Forth to Serve  
 
Opening                                   I Love to Tell the Story                  arr. Robert A. Hobby 
                                                Christopher Shaw, organ                                

                                                                                                             
Welcome and Announcements    
                                
Introit                                     Joyful Is the Dark Wren and Clemens 

Joyful is the dark depth of love divine, 
roaring, looming thundercloud of glory, 

holy, haunting beauty, living, loving God. 
Hallelujah! Sing and tell the story! 

Call to Worship 

                                                                    

*Opening Hymn              Summoned by the God Who Made Us                  Page 6 

                      
*Responsive Reading                                                                            Ken Arnold 
 

One: Let us come together rejoicing. For nothing can separate us from the love of God.  

     All: Not life nor death.  
One: Not prejudice nor power.  

     All: Not our grief nor our fears.  
One: Not the wrongs we have done nor the wrongs done against us.  

     All: Love comes to us still.  
One: When nothing feels certain, this truth remains:  

     All: The Spirit is our constant companion, ushering us toward life.  
One: Let every heart be lifted!  

     All: The Empire of God is so close. Nothing can keep love from enfleshing  

     among us. 

 

*Response of Praise     Arise, Your Light is Come!                    FESTAL SONG 
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*Invocation and Lord’s Prayer                               

Spirit of God, you intercede through us with your sighs too deep for 
words. In the midst of all that aches, we know that you are with us. As 
we feel it all. As we hope for more. As we work together to find our way 
through uncertainties and loss. You accompany us with compassion 
and wisdom. Encourage us, O God, in the journey before us. Teach us 
again to pray… 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come, 
they will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; and lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever.  Amen.  
 
 
 

Scripture Readings                                                                              Luke 13:20-21 
 

To what shall I compare the Kingdom of God?  
It is like leaven that a woman took and concealed  
in three measures of flour until it was all leavened.  
 

 
 
Welcoming Song           Child of Blessing, Child of Promise                KINGDOM 
(Let the children come forward.)  

 
A Moment with Our Children                                                  Lindsay Miller 
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Solo                                     Come, Thou dear Redeemer                       Cesar Franck 
Clifton Vogt, soloist 

 
Come Thou dear Redeemer. Come Lord Jesus to set us free, 

From our fears and sins release us. Let us find our rest in Thee. 
Hope of all the earth Thou art. Joy of every longing heart. 

 
Come Thou dear Redeemer. Born a Child, yet Thou art a King. 
Born to reign in us forever. Now Thy gracious Kingdom bring. 

Rule in all our hearts alone. Raise us to Thy glorious Throne. Amen. 

 
 
Prayer Concerns  
             
 
Pastoral Prayer  
                                 
                        
Prayer Response    
     
 

Invitation to Offering 
 
 
Anthem                                  Send Out Thy Light               Balakireff, ed. Cherwien 

Send out thy light, O send thy truth,  
That they may lead me to thy holy hill, 

My soul shall trust in God the lord; 
For I will yet give thanks to God,  

Who is the truth, that they many lead me, 
Lord, to thy dwelling place. 

 
Sermon          “Experiencing the Gospel: The Sourdough Starter”                  Dr. Robu 

         

 

*Closing Hymn               For the Healing of the Nations                              Page 7 

 
 
*Benediction  
  

Closing Voluntary               “Declamation on “Dix”                      arr. Craig Phillips 
 
 * Please stand in body, or in spirit. 
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Licensing Information: 
CCLI License #3861056 
One License #A-722558 
Select liturgy adapted or taken from Enfleshed.com 
  

“Joyful Is the Dark” Text: Brian Wren, © 1989 Hope Publishing Co.; Musick: JOYFUL DARK, Philip K. Clem-
ens, © 1991 Philip K. Clemens. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-722558. All rights re-
served. 

“Summoned by the God Who Made Us" Text: Delores Dufner, © 1993 Delores Dufner (published by OCP); 
Music: NETTLETON, John Wyeth,1813 public domain. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-
722558. All rights reserved. 

“Arise, Your Light Is Come” Text: Ruth Duck, 1974, © 1992 GIA Publications, Inc.; Music: FESTAL SONG, 
William Henry Walter, 1894, public domain. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-722558. All 
rights reserved. 

“Child of Blessing, Child of Promise” Text: Ronald S. Cole-Turner, © 1981 Ronald S. Cole-Turner; Music: 
KINGDOM, V, Earle Copes, © 1960, renewed 1988 Hope Publishing Co. Reprinted with permission under 
ONE LICENSE #A-722558. All rights reserved. 

“For the Healing of the Nations” Text: Fred Kaan, 1965 © 1968 Hope Publishing Co.; Music: ST. THOMAS, 
John Francis Wade, c. 1750, harm. Hymns Ancient & Modern, 1861, public domain. Reprinted with permis-
sion under ONE LICENSE #A-722558. All rights reserved. 
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Plymouth Staff  
Rev. Dr. Karen Robu, Senior Minister  
Christopher Shaw, Director of Music & Organist  
Marisa Callan, Assistant Dir. of Music 
Julie Martin, Administrative Assistant 
Lindsay Miller, Sunday School Teacher  
Robert Safley, Youth Group Leader 
Tim Robu, Maintenance Engineer  
Erik Breckenridge, Video Tech 
Jacob Prickett, Video Tech Substitute 



6 



7 

 



8 

NOTICE OF ANNUAL CORPORATE MEETING 

TO BE HELD ON JANUARY 25, 2026  

TO ALL MEMBERS OF PLYMOUTH CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF WICHITA, KANSAS: 

Please take notice that the Cabinet of Plymouth Congregational Church of Wichita, Kansas has 

called for the Annual Corporate Meeting of all church members.  The purposes of this meeting are 

for the members to: (1) receive reports from staff, officers, boards, committees and organizations, 

and (2) receive a report on the expansion of the Plymouth Preschool Learning Center, and (3) vote 

on a proposed constitutional amendment that would reduce the voting membership of the church 

Cabinet, and (4) transact such other business as may properly be considered at the meeting.  

This meeting will be held on Sunday, January 25, 2026 at 11:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary at Plymouth 

Congregational Church, 202 N. Clifton, Wichita, Kansas.         DATED this 7th day of January, 2026. 

Plymouth members should know the origin of the John Henry Hornung award that is presented 

annually to a member who has rendered outstanding service. Rev. Dr. John Henry Hornung 

came to Plymouth Congregational Church as Senior Minister in 1924 and remained in that posi-

tion until 1949. During his tenure Dr. 

Hornung oversaw a resurgence of church membership, increased financial stability and a wider 

representation of Plymouth in civic affairs. He was greatly respected for his preaching style and 

performed countless weddings and funerals that were widely admired. Dr. Hornung was a pro-

gressive leader in the ministerial community and an activist for deeper understanding and coop-

eration between local Protestant and Catholic churches and the Jewish community. In 1938, Dr. 

Hornung was a member of a ministerial coalition referred to as the Four Horsemen of Tolerance. 

These clergymen traveled Kansas to speak out against a pro- Nazi, anti-Semitic candidate for 

the U.S. Senate who was subsequently defeated: When Wichita’s Jewish community needed a 

place of worship, Dr. Hornung made the Plymouth sanctuary available for their use until a temple 

was built. 

In 1987, the church cabinet decided to institute an award that would be given    annually to a 

member who had provided outstanding service to Plymouth in a variety of capacities, both in 

leadership and volunteer roles. Naming that award after Dr. Hornung seemed an appropriate way 

to link Plymouth’s dynamic past with the recognition of members who have made a significant 

impact on our church. 

The Annual Corporate Meeting will also include recognition  
and awards, including the John Henry Hornung Award.  
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Word & Note Coming Soon!  
Contact us to secure your Sponsorship: 

office@plymouth-church.net or (316) 684-0221 
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SpunkyHouse has been Brightening Spaces 
and Lifting Spirits since 2012 through the 
use of colorful, fun, and vintage fabrics used 
to make goods and sustainable living items 
for the kitchen, home, and beyond. Every 
item is sewn and handmade locally in Wichi-
ta by Owner-Maker, Heather, whose late 
mother (a lover of baking and cooking) was 
the inspiration behind this small business. 
Heather learned to sew at age 11-12 and 
has been surrounded by family sewists her 
whole life. Her nana, Mary Loveland, was 
the original owner of the Needle Nook sew-
ing shop here in Wichita.  

Becka Jahelka is a watercolor  
batik painter and printmaker. 
Becka draws inspiration for her 
landscapes from the prairies of 
her home state of Kansas, the 
mountains of her summer home, 
and occasionally from travel  
destinations. She also delves into 
abstract compositions in her use 
of various printmaking  
techniques.  

New Hallway Art on display now through February! 
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WEDNESDAY 
NIGHT  
DINNERS 

Youth Fundraising Dinner 

Game Night!  

All ages welcome.  

January 14th—5:30 pm 

 
Burrito Bowls + Taco Salad 
Chips + Salsa 

Our Fine Arts Series final event of the season is Saturday, January 24th, with a 
special performance by the Alithea Mime Theater, and reception to follow.  

No tickets required. This is a FREE event! 
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