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Celebration of Worship 
 

February 22, 2026                                                                              10:30 am 
                                      First Sunday of Lent 

Enter in Prayer, Worship with Gratitude, Go Forth to Serve  
 
Opening                                           Give Me Jesus               arr. Marques L. A. Garrett 
                                                     Christopher Shaw, organ 

                                                                                                             
Welcome and Announcements                                        Rev. Dr. Karen Robu 
                                
Introit                                          Kyrie Eleison Traditional Latin 

 
Call to Worship 

                                                                    

*Opening Hymn                    Let’s Walk Together                                    Page 6 & 7 

                      
*Responsive Reading                                                                        Chris Bennett 
 

One: When we are afraid of the wilderness, 

     All: God’s love is courageous. 
One: When systems of exploitation ask us to join in the ways of power-over, 

     All: God’s resistance is sturdy and steadfast. 
One: When we feel destructive ways banging on the door of our hearts, 
     All: God protects us, shouting “Away!” 
One: When sorrow threatens to pull us under, 

     All: God encircles us with Holy Presence. 
One: Let us worship God who does not leave us stranded, 

     All: but joins us as Protector, Companion, Compass, and Hope. 

 

 

*Response of Praise     The Glory of these Forty Days                   WAREHAM 



3 

 

*Invocation and Lord’s Prayer  
                              

Holy One, we ache to feel your presence among us. We long for clarity - 
how do we get from where we are to a world of peace and justice? The 
barriers are both global and deeply personal. In our own hearts, we are 
torn between the familiar and the unknown. We crave stability and also 
transformation. Give us strength and courage to enter the vulnerability of 
the unknown and reach toward a future more loving and free. Give us the 
strength and courage to live out the prayer that Jesus taught. 

 
Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come, 
they will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory forever.  Amen.  

 
Scripture Readings                                                                               Matthew 3:1-6 

 
In those days John the Baptizer appeared preaching in the wilderness of Judea, 
saying, “Repent, for the realm of the heavens has come near.” For this is the 
one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, 
 
“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Holy 
One; make straight the paths of God.’ ” 
 
Now John’s clothing was camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and 
his food was locusts and wild honey. The people of Jerusalem and all Judea 
were going out to him along with the whole region along the Jordan, and they 
were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sin 
 
 
 

Welcoming Song           Child of Blessing, Child of Promise                KINGDOM 
(Let the children come forward.)  

 



4 

 
A Moment with Our Children                                                 Lindsay Miller 
   
 
 

Solo                      God Remembers When the World Forgets   Carrie Jacobs-Bond 
Josè Lopez, soloist 

 
How many gardens in this world of ours 

old blossoms that have never come to flowers? 
A sudden wind comes coldly by— 

The rose tree bids its fairest bud good-bye. 
 

How many ships of our go out to sea 
In search of havens that shall tranquil be? 

The storms of fate their fairest hopes o'er set, 
And there is naught to do except forget. 

 
How many wear a smile upon their face 

Although their hearts may hold an empty place? 
None know the heights nor depths of their regrets, 

But God remembers when the world forgets. 

 
 
 
Prayer Concerns  
          
 
 
Pastoral Prayer  
                          
 
 

Prayer Response    
 
 
 

Invitation to Offering 
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Anthem                                  Love Will Rise Again                          Mark Miller 

Aubrie Culver, soloist 
 

I won't give up on you. Don't give up on me. 
I won't give up on all that seems so out of reach. 

I believe in love. I believe in you. 
We'll hold each other to the light, and we will see this through. 

As the sun rises, so will love. Voices are rising, so will love. 
We will never give up. We will overcome. 

We will remember all the good we thought was gone. 
We believe in love. We believe in truth. 

We'll hold each other to the light, and we will see this through. 
Given the chance our love will rise. Given the chance our love will rise 

I believe in forgiveness, and I won't stop giving, 
I'll sing of all the things that make our lives worth living. 
We will sing through loss. We will sing through the pain. 

We'll hold each other through the night, and love will rise! 
We will sing Hallelujah! We will shout for Joy! 

We'll sing of all that fear and hate cannot destroy. 
We will sing through loss. We will sing through the pain. 

We'll hold each other through our tears, and love will rise again! 

    
 
Sermon                         “Resistance Part Three: Clothing ”                           Dr. Robu 

 

 

*Hymn of Departure             Home by Another Road                                 Page  8 
 
 

*Benediction   
 
 

Closing Voluntary  Fantasy on Walk Together, Children      arr. Andre Thomas 
 
 

*Please stand in body, or in spirit 
 
 
 

Please join us in Fellowship Hall following the service  
for coffee, cookies and lemonade! 
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RSVP Online 
and Pay at the 
Door 

RSVP Online 
and Pay at the 
Door 

Order forms in the 
North Lobby & on 
FSH Bulletin 
Board 
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Plymouth Staff  
Rev. Dr. Karen Robu, Senior Minister  
Christopher Shaw, Director of Music & Organist  
Marisa Callan, Assistant Dir. of Music 
Julie Martin, Administrative Assistant 
Lindsay Miller, Sunday School Teacher  
Robert Safley, Youth Group Leader 
Tim Robu, Maintenance Engineer  
Erik Breckenridge, Video Tech 
Jacob Prickett, Video Tech Substitute 

Licensing Information:  
CCLI License #3861056 
One License #A-722558 
Select liturgy adapted or taken from Enfleshed.com 
Scripture Translation – A Womanist Lectionary for the Whole Church, Lent 1 Year A, by Wilda C. Gafney, pp 78. 
 
“The Glory of These Forty Days” 
Text: attr. Gregory the Great, trans. Maurice F. Bell, 1906, public domain; Music: WAREHAM, William Knapp, 1718, 
public domain. 
 
“Let’s Walk Together” 
Text: Laurie Zelman, © 2007 Abingdon Press; Music: WELCOME, Mark A. Miller, © 2007 Abingdon Press. Reprinted 
with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-722558. All rights reserved. 
 
“Child of Blessing, Child of Promise” 
Text: Ronald S. Cole-Turner, © 1981 Ronald S. Cole-Turner; Music: KINGDOM, V, Earle Copes, © 1960, renewed 1988 
Hope Publishing Co.. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-722558. All rights reserved. 
 
“Home By Another Road” 
Text: Lindy Thomspon & Mark. A. Miller, © 2019 Choristers Guild; Music: HOME BY ANOTHER ROAD, Mark. A. Miller, 
© 2019 Choristers Guild. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-722558. All rights reserved 

Getting to know your Deacons!  
 
Have you looked at the bulletin board 
lately?  
 
There are photos of the deacons as 
children. We want you to guess who we 
are. There is an envelope with blank 
forms and another one for your com-
pleted forms. Be sure to put your name 
on your answer sheet. We may (?) have 
prizes for those who get all cor-
rect.  Questions?  
Ask Cindy Perkins. 
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