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Welcome and Annoucements

Introit                                                       Holy Lord                                                   Steve Bell

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
Heaven and earth of your glory are full;

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest!

Call to Worship 

Opening Hymn                                Jesus Is Coming                                               Page 8

*Responsive Reading                                                                                                        Cindy Perkins
One: Take heart! Love still lives and moves among us. 
      All: Love is alive among the people, ordinary and humble. 
One: Love gathers our strength together and champions the vulnerable. 
      All: Love cries out for justice and multiplies our capacity for good. 
One: Be still and remember - the steadfast love that endures forever lives within
each of us. 
      All: Thanks be to God, the source of all that saves us.         

             

CELEBRATION OF WORSHIP
MARCH 29, 2026                                                                            10:30 AM 

 PALM SUNDAY
Enter in Prayer, Worship with Gratitude, Go Forth to Serve

Opening Voluntary         All Glory, Laud and Honor      arr. Emma Lou Diemer
                                            Christopher Shaw, organ                                                           
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*Response of Praise         The Glory of These Forty Days                     WAREHAM

*Invocation and Lord’s Prayer    
      
Hosanna. Hosanna, we pray. Like our ancestors who cried out together in memory
of your great works, we proclaim our trust in you. We long for deliverance from all
that destroys life. We are desperate for an end to the greed that strips our
communities of well-being. We know your Empire is near. Let it come. And let the
needs of all your people be satisfied. Let the prayer Jesus taught us be realized

…Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive
us our debts as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.
Amen. 

Special Music                                        There Is a Time                                           Robert Leaf

There is a time for sorrow, there is a time to mourn.
There is a time for worshiping God and there is a time to pray.
There is a time for study and practice, there is a time to play.
There is a time for singing and dancing, there is a time for joy.

Now is the time we gather to sing a song.

There is a time for going to bed and there is a time to rise.
There is a time when silence is golden, there is a time to speak.
There is a time for singing and dancing, there is a time for joy.

Now is a time we gather to sing a song.

We gather to sing!
There is a time for bearing a burden, there is a time to help.

There is a time for cleaning a room and there is a time to loaf.
There is a time for singing and dancing, there is a time for joy.

Now is a time we gather to sing a song.
There is a time to sing!
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Special Music                              Let Music Surround You                Fran Smartt Addicoat
      

Let music surround you
Let it warm you heart

Those who sing in harmony
Never grow apart

Wichita Community Children’s Choir
Jill Wiechman, director; Amy McLellan, pianist

Scripture Reading                                                                                             Matthew 21:1-11

When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of
Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, “Go into the village ahead of you,
and immediately you will find a donkey tied and a colt with her; untie them and
bring them to me. If anyone says anything to you, just say this, ‘The Lord needs
them.’ And he will send them immediately.” This took place to fulfill what had been
spoken through the prophet:

“Tell the daughter of Zion,
 Look, your king is coming to you,
 humble and mounted on a donkey,
 and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.”

The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; they brought the donkey
and the colt and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. A very large
crowd[b] spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees
and spread them on the road. The crowds that went ahead of him and that
followed were shouting,
“Hosanna to the Son of David!
 Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!
 Hosanna in the highest heaven!”

When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, “Who is this?”
The crowds were saying, “This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.”
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Anthem                         When I Survey the Wondrous Cross             arr. Gilbert Martin
 

When I survey the wondrous cross on which the Prince of glory died,
my richest gain I count but loss, and pour contempt on all my pride.

 
Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast save in the death of Christ, my God!

All the vain things that charm me most, I sacrifice them through his blood.
 

See, from his head, his hands, his feet, sorrow and love flow mingled down.
Did e'er such love and sorrow meet, or thorns compose so rich a crown?

 
Were the whole realm of nature mine, that were a present far too small.

Love so amazing, so divine, demands my soul, my life, my all. Amen!
 
Prayer Concerns 

Pastoral Prayer

Prayer Response

Invitation to Offering 
 

Welcoming Song                Child of Blessing, Child of Promise                        KINGDOM

A Moment With Our Children                                                                           Lindsay Miller
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Anthem                                            Hosanna in the Highest                           Craig Courtney

Wichita Community Children’s Choir & Plymouth Chancel Choir
Jill Wiechman, conductor; Christopher Shaw, organist

 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,

Heaven and earth are full of Your glory.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest!

Blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.

 
Sermon                                                   “Going through Hell”                                       Dr. Robu
 
Communion by Intinction

Communion Prayer

God, your bread and your cup renew our spirits. No matter the times we have
failed to show up to your call, or to our own needs, or to the cries of our
neighbors, you receive us again. May your unending grace be our foundation as
we journey with Christ towards justice. Amen.

Closing Hymn                                   Hosanna, Loud Hosanna                                    Page 9
 
Benediction

Closing Voluntary                          Hosanna, Loud Hosanna                arr. J. Wayne Kerr
 
* Let all who are able please stand.
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Licensing Information: 
CCLI License #3861056
One License #A-722558
Select liturgy adapted or taken from Enfleshed.com

“Holy Lord”
Text: from Greek and latin liturgy, adapt. Steve Bell, © 1991 Signpost Most; Music: HOLY
LORD, Steve Bell, © 1991 Signpost Music. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE
#A-722558. All rights reserved.

“Jesus Is Coming”
Text: Bret Hesla, © 1999 Bret Hesla; Music: PAVE THE WAY, Bret Hesla, © 1999 Bret Hesla.
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-722558. All rights reserved.

“The Glory of These Forty Days”
Text: attr. Gregory the Great, trans. Maurice F. Bell, 1906, public domain; Music: WAREHAM,
William Knapp, 1718, public domain.
 
“Child of Blessing, Child of Promise”
Text: Ronald S. Cole-Turner, © 1981 Ronald S. Cole-Turner; Music: KINGDOM, V, Earle Copes,
© 1960, renewed 1988 Hope Publishing Co.. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE
#A-722558. All rights reserved.
 
“Hosanna, Loud Hosanna”
Text: Jeannette Threlfall, 1873, public domain: Music: ELLACOMBE, Gesangbuch der Herzogl,
1784, harm. William H. Monk, 1868, public domain.

Plymouth Staff:

Rev. Dr. Karen Robu, Senior Minister, krobu@plymouth-church.net 
Christopher Shaw, Director of Music & Organist, musicdirector@plymouth-church.net
Marisa Callan, Assistant Dir. of Music, mcallanetti@gmail.com
Julie Martin, Administrative Assistant 
Lindsay Miller, Sunday School Teacher 
Robert Safley, Youth Group Leader 
Tim Robu, Maintenance Engineer 
Erik Breckenridge, Video Tech 
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Hope for the down-trod, pave the way
Release for the captives
Land for the landless
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RSVP  by Tuesday noon for 
Maundy Thursday Service. Scan the code

 to reserve online. 
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Join us at Plymouth Congregational Church for Good Friday: A Service A Darkness, April
3rd at 7 PM. Plymouth has joined fourteen choirs in commissioning a new choral work by
Kyle Pederson for Holy Week, which will be featured in the Good Friday service. The
Chancel Choir, directed by Christopher Shaw, will be joined by three guest musicians
and narrated by Karen Robu and Paul Jackson.

Still Reaching weaves together scripture, hymns, and original music in a meditation on
the final days of Jesus’ life—exploring themes of love, service, grief, betrayal, and the
quiet persistence of grace. The title evokes the posture of Jesus throughout Holy Week:
reaching to wash feet, to share bread, to forgive, to surrender. Across time and silence,
Christ is still reaching—toward us, and toward the world he loves. 
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