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Welcome and Annoucements

Introit                                                       Alleluia                      Orthodox Liturgy (Ukraine)

Call to Worship 

Opening Hymn                         Jesus Christ is Risen Today                                    Page 8

*Responsive Reading                                                                                                Karon Giles

One: Do not look for signs of life amidst the halls of cruelty— 
     All: the Way-Makers are walking around in the Garden of Life— 
     pulling weeds of despair, tending to the ways of thriving. 

One: Christ is Living! Magdalene saw the stone rolled away herself! 
     All: Even in despair the Holy Spirit surprises us with a jolt of Hope! 

Can you feel it? Wild possibility—brimming and unfurling? 
     One: Alleluja, the Ways of Life expand beyond systems of evil! 

All: Resurrected Christ—inspire our compassion for the world. 
     We will shake off our grave clothes and dance towards New Life. 

             

CELEBRATION OF WORSHIP
APRIL 5, 2026                                                                            10:30 AM 

 EASTER SUNDAY
Enter in Prayer, Worship with Gratitude, Go Forth to Serve

Opening Voluntary               An Easter Celebration                    arr. Joel Raney
                                    Intrepid Brass & Christoper Shaw, organ                                       
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*Invocation and Lord’s Prayer    
      
Risen Christ, you come to us in the most harrowing of situations and whisper your
call to courage: “Do not be afraid.” Though we may tremble, though we may
hesitate, we hope, O God, to trust in you. Make us witnesses to love’s great power
and loyal to all that heals, all that nourishes justice, and all that sustains with
beauty and joy. Teach us again to pray

…Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive
us our debts as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.
Amen. 

 

*Response of Praise       Summoned by the God Who Made Us            NETTLETON
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Scripture Reading                                                                                                   John 20:1-18

Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to
the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. So she ran and
went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to
them, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they
have laid him.” 

Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went toward the tomb. The two were
running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first.
He bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go
in. Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the
linen wrappings lying there, and the cloth that had been on Jesus’s head, not lying
with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. Then the other disciple,
who reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed, for as yet they
did not understand the scripture, that he must rise from the dead. Then the
disciples returned to their homes.
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Scripture Reading                                                                                                   John 20:1-18

But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into
the tomb, and she saw two angels in white sitting where the body of Jesus had
been lying, one at the head and the other at the feet. They said to her, “Woman,
why are you weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken away my Lord, and I do
not know where they have laid him.” When she had said this, she turned around
and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it was Jesus. 

Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?”
Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him
away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him away.” Jesus said to her,
“Mary!” She turned and said to him in Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” (which means
Teacher). Jesus said to her, “Do not touch me, because I have not yet ascended to
the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father
and your Father, to my God and your God.’ ” Mary Magdalene went and announced
to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord,” and she told them that he had said these
things to her.

 

Welcoming Song                Child of Blessing, Child of Promise                        KINGDOM

A Moment With Our Children                                                                           Lindsay Miller
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Anthem                                    I Will Sing With All My Soul                          Tom Trenney

O God, my heart adores You; I will sing and make music!
I will sing and make music with all my soul.

For great is Your love, higher than the heavens;
Your faithfulness reaches to the skies.

Be exalted, O God, high above the heavens;
Let your glory over all the earth arise!

O God, my heart adores You; I will sing and make music!
I will sing and make music with all my soul.

Sing to the Lord! Declare God’s glory among the nations.
Sing to the Lord! Declare God’s marvelous dees among all people.

For great is the Lord and most worth of praise.
Let the heavens rejoice, let the earth be glad;

Let the sea resound; let the trees clap their hands!
O God, my heart adores You; I will sing and make music!

I will sing and make music with all my soul.

Prayer Concerns 

Pastoral Prayer 

Prayer Response

Invitation to Offering 
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Anthem                               Rise, O Church, like Christ Arisen                   David Cherwien

Rise, O church, like Christ arisen, from this meal of love and grace;
May we through such love envision whose we are, and whose, our praise.

Alleluia, alleluia; God, the wonder of our days.

Rise, transformed, and chose to follow after Christ, though wounded, whole;
Broken, shared, our lives are hallowed to release and to console.

Alleluia, alleluia; Christ, our present, past, and goal.

Rise, remember well the future God has called us to receive;
Present by God’s loving nurture, Spirited then let us live.

Alleluia, alleluia; Spirit, grace by whom we live.

Service be our sure vocation; courage be our daily breath;
Mercy be our destination from this day and unto death.

Alleluia, alleluia. Rise, O church, a living faith

 
Sermon                                                       “It is Beginning”                                           Dr. Robu

Closing Hymn                            Christ is Risen! Shout Hosanna!                              Page 9
 
*Benediction

Closing Voluntary                  Christ is Alive! Let Christians Sing        arr. J. Wayne Kerr
 
* Let all who are able please stand.
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Licensing Information:

CCLI License #3861056
One License #A-722558
Select liturgy adapted or taken from Enfleshed.com

“Jesus Christ Is Risen Today”
Text: Lyra Davidica, 1708, Charles Wesley, 1740, public domain; Music: EASTER HYMN, Lyra
Davidica, 1708, adapt. The Compleat Psalmodist, 1749, public domain.

“Summoned by the God Who Made Us”
Text: Delores Dufner, © 1993 Delores Dufner; Music: NETTLETON, American Traditional,
1813, public domain. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-722558. All rights
reserved.

“Child of Blessing, Child of Promise”
Text: Ronald S. Cole-Turner, © 1981 Ronald S. Cole-Turner; Music: KINGDOM, V, Earle Copes,
© 1960, renewed 1988 Hope Publishing Co.. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE
#A-722558. All rights reserved.

“Christ Is Risen! Shout Hosanna!
Text: Brian Wren, 1984 © 1986 Hope Publishing Company; Music: HYMN TO JOY, Ludwig van
Beethoven, 1824, adapt. Edward Hodges, 1842, public domain. Reprinted with permission
under ONE LICENSE #A-722558. All rights reserved.

Plymouth Staff:

Rev. Dr. Karen Robu, Senior Minister, krobu@plymouth-church.net 
Christopher Shaw, Director of Music & Organist, musicdirector@plymouth-church.net
Marisa Callan, Assistant Dir. of Music, mcallanetti@gmail.com
Julie Martin, Administrative Assistant 
Lindsay Miller, Sunday School Teacher 
Robert Safley, Youth Group Leader 
Tim Robu, Maintenance Engineer 
Erik Breckenridge, Video Tech 
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Easter Lily Sponsors
Cindy Couch
In memory of my parents Walter and
Lucile Couch and my sister 
Nancy Elgar

Rich Euson
In memory of Colleen Euson

Sharon and Alan Fearey
In honor of innocent lives lost in
senseless wars

Joe Henderson
In memory of family and friends

Dwight and Pat Oxley
In memory of Ruth and Dwight Oxley,
and Jane and Lloyd Warren

Rich Smola
In memory of Tom and Eleanor
Kinkaid

Jeanne Thompson
In memory of family

Anna and Paul Uhlig
In memory of Uhlig, Nelson, and Hays
loved ones

Brett and Claire Watson
Four blooms in memory of our
grandparents, and Edith and Chris
Howson

Steve and Kitchel Woods
In memory of Kitchel’s brother, 
Dr. Herbert (Bart) Lindsley

Steve and Cathie Yager
In memory of family

Arthur and Safley Families
In memory of Bob Arthur and Sharon
Safley
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