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Welcome and Announcements                                                                                         Dr. Robu

Introit                                          Christ Has Broken Down the Wall                        Mark Miller

Christ has broken down the wall, Christ has broken down the wall.
Let us join our hearts as one, Christ has broken down the wall.

We're accepted as we are, we're accepted as we are.
Through God's love all is reconciled, we're accepted as we are. 

                                                                                                                    

Call to Worship                                                                                                                                                  

Opening Hymn                    Summoned by the Gods Who Made Us                          Page 6        

*Responsive Reading                                                                                                 Bob Blackburn

One: Power Who Affirms Life—
 the ways of cruelty, coercion, and small-mindedness are not yours. 
     All: You long for us to live unfurling, ample, spacious lives. 

One: Power Who Affirms Life—
 You rage like the sea when people pursue power-over others for personal gain.
     All: You dream of collaboration and care. You dream of wide open fields of 
     consent. 

One: Power Who Affirms Life—
 We long to live in your legacy of freedom and joy. 
     All: We long for the ways of violence to end. 

CELEBRATION OF WORSHIP
 June 7, 2026                                                                                          10:30 AM 

SECOND SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Enter in Prayer, Worship with Gratitude, Go Forth to Serve

Opening Voluntary                          NETTLETON                                    arr. Robert Lau
                                                  Christopher Shaw, organ
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*Invocation and Lord’s Prayer                                                                           

Protect those who are persecuted by evil laws—trans people, women and gender
diverse people, unhoused people, immigrants, and our animal kin. 

We toss and turn with fear. We weep and shake our fists. We gather in protest in
the halls of power. We grieve because it doesn’t have to be like this. We do what we
can to get through the day. We find beauty and make community amidst chaos and
sorrow. Be with us now, Oh God. Accompany us boldly as we pray the prayer that
Jesus taught…

Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our debts as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 

 

*Response of Praise            Praise to God, Immortal Praise                                  DIX
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Scripture Reading                                                                                                 Matthew 15:1-9
 
Then Pharisees and scribes came to Jesus from Jerusalem and said, “Why do your
disciples break the tradition of the elders? For they do not wash their hands before
they eat.” He answered them, “And why do you break the commandment of God for
the sake of your tradition? For God said, ‘Honor your father and your mother,’ and,
‘Whoever speaks evil of father or mother must surely die.’ But you say that whoever
tells father or mother, ‘Whatever support you might have had from me is given to
God,’ then that person need not honor the father. So, for the sake of your tradition,
you nullify the word of God. You hypocrites! Isaiah prophesied rightly about you
when he said:

  

‘This people honors me with their lips,
    but their hearts are far from me;
 in vain do they worship me,
    teaching human precepts as doctrines.’
Then he called the crowd to him and said to them, “Listen and understand: it is not
what goes into the mouth that defiles a person, but it is what comes out of the
mouth that defiles.”
                                                   



 

Welcoming Song                                 Child of Blessing                                             STUTTGART

A Moment With Our Children                                                                                    Lindsay Miller

Solo                                                          We Are A Rainbow                                               David Kai
Mitch Waggoner, soloist

We’re the light of all the world, we are a city on a hill, 
We’re a candle on a stand proclaiming light, 

We will not hide our lamp beneath a bushel any more, 
We will shine a ray of hope that’s burning bright. 

 

CHORUS: We are a rainbow, sign of covenant and peace, 
For the flood of tears will finally cease to be, 

Come shine your rainbow, splash your hues across the sky,  
Paint the world in colors proud and bold and free. 

 

We’re a coat of many colors, sewn from many different threads, 
Covering all in warmth, in welcome and in grace, 

God said “Let there be light”, created every varied shade, 
In the rainbow each of us can find a place.  CHORUS 

 

We are hope to still believe in tomorrow’s better day,
We are peace in a world that’s torn apart, 

We are joy that will last in all the struggles that we face, 
We are love that blooms and grows in every heart.  CHORUS

 

When we face the storms of life, we will never be alone, 
For our God will be with us on the way, 

Hand in hand, side by side, we won’t be frightened any more, 
As the mourning night of tears breaks into day.  CHORUS
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Prayer Concerns                                          

Pastoral Prayer       

Prayer Response

Invitation to Offering

Anthem                                                           Spiritual                                          Ysaÿe M. Barnwell       

Cain’t no one know at sunrise how this day is going to end.
Cain’t no one know at sunset if the next day will begin, well I’m tellin’ you.

 

In this world of trouble and woe,
A person had better be ready to go.
We look for things to stay the same,

But in the twinkling of an eye everything can be changed.
Well I’m tellin’ you.

 

Well the troubles of the world fill our hearts with rage
From Soweto to Stonewall, Birmingham and L.A.

You know we’re searching for hope that lies within ourselves
As we fight against misogyny, race, hatred and AIDS.

Well I’m tellin’ you.
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Sermon                                 “Breaking the Commandment of God”                           Dr.. Robu       
 
Closing Hymn                           A Hymn for Self-Acceptance                                            Page 7
   

*Benediction                                                                                                                      

Closing Voluntary                           At the Name of Jesus                               arr. Craig Phillips      

* Let all who are able please stand.
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Plymouth Staff:

Rev. Dr. Karen Robu, Senior Minister, krobu@plymouth-church.net 
Christopher Shaw, Director of Music & Organist, musicdirector@plymouth-church.net
Marisa Callan, Assistant Dir. of Music, mcallan@plymouth-church.net
Julie Martin, Administrative Assistant, office@plymouth-church.net
Lindsay Miller, Sunday School Teacher 
Robert Safley, Youth Group Leader. youthleader@plymouth-church.net 
Tim Robu, Maintenance Engineer 
Erik Breckenridge, Video Tech 

Licensing Information:  
CCLI License #3861056 
One License #A-722558 
Select liturgy adapted or taken from Enfleshed.com

“Christ Has Broken Down the Wall”
Text: Mark Miller, © 2011 Chorister’s Guild; Tune: BROKEN WALLS, Mark Miller, © 2011 Chorister’s
Guild. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-722558. All rights reserved.

“Summoned by the God Who Made Us”
Text: Delores Dufner, © 1993 Delores Dufner; Music: NETTLETON, American Traditional, 1813,
public domain. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-722558. All rights reserved.

“Praise to God, Immortal Praise”
Text: Anna L. Barbauld, 1743-1825, abr., alt., public domain: Music: DIX, Conrad Kocher, 1786-1872,
alt., public domain.

“Child of Blessing”
Text: Ronald S. Cole-Turner, © 1981 Ronald S. Cole-Turner; Music: STUTTGART, attr. C. F. Witt, 1715,
adapt. Henry J. Gauntlett, 1861, public domain. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-
722558. All rights reserved.

“A Hymn for Self-Acceptance”
Text: Wesley King, © 2019 Wesley King; MUSIC: BEACH SPRING, The Sacred Harp, 1884, public
domain. Used with permission.
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Summer Reads – choose 1, 2, 3, or 4 of these
books to read over the summer and we will
discuss them all when we meet in August

The Correspondent by Virginia Evans 

In development as a major motion picture starring Jane Fonda
Filled with knowledge that only comes from a life fully lived, The
Correspondent is a gem of a novel about the power of finding solace in
literature and connection with people we might never meet in person.
It is about the hubris of youth and the wisdom of old age, and the
mistakes and acts of kindness that occur during a lifetime.

 

The Rosie Project by Graeme Simsion 

The international bestselling romantic comedy “bursting with warmth,
emotional depth, and…humor,” (Entertainment Weekly) featuring the
oddly charming, socially challenged genetics professor, Don, as he
seeks true love.

 
This is How You Lose the Time War by Amal El-Mohtar and Max
Gladstone (won the Hugo, Nebula, and Locus awards) 

Among the ashes of a dying world, an agent of the Commandant finds
a letter. It reads: Burn before reading. Thus begins an unlikely
correspondence between two rival agents hellbent on securing the
best possible future for their warring factions. Now, what began as a
taunt, a battlefield boast, grows into something more. Something epic.
Something romantic. Something that could change the past and the
future
 

Theo of Golden by Alan Levi

Theo visits the local coffeehouse, where ninety—two pencil portraits
hang on the walls, portraits of the people of Golden done by a local
artist. He begins purchasing them, one at a time, and putting them
back in the hands of their “rightful owners.” With each exchange, a
story is told, a friendship born, and a life altered. 9
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We are delighted to share a sneak preview of this year’s 
Fine Arts Series Events! 
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