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Welcome and Announcements                                                                                         
    
Introit                                    O Worship Our God, All Glorious Above                             LYONS

O worship our God, all glorious above, 
and joyfully laud her power and her love;

Our Sheild and Defender, the Ancient of Days, 
pavilioned in splendor, and girded with praise.

                                                                                                      
Call to Worship                                                                                          

Opening Hymn                                    Bring Many Names                                                   Page 6    

*Responsive Reading                                                                                                           Ken Arnold     

One: To tussle with God is an ancient tradition 
All: Saints and prophets wrestle in the night 

One: Tossing and turning our questions 
All: Arguing on behalf of our neighbors 

One: We raise our voices in holy exasperation 
All: Our hearts race with the fury of love 

One: God welcomes the conflict and embraces our audacity 
All: Here we are, to grapple with faith. In honest pursuit of God, let us worship 

CELEBRATION OF WORSHIP
 August 2, 2026                                                                                      10:30 AM 

TENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Enter in Prayer, Worship with Gratitude, Go Forth to Serve

Opening Voluntary                       How Beautiful                             arr. Lloyd Larson
                                                   Marisa Callan, piano
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*Invocation and Lord’s Prayer                                                                           

God of Doubters and Skeptics, God of Fiery Prophets, God of Those Who
Dissent and Disagree, today we gather to challenge and be challenged. We
come with questions! There is pain we carry. There is anger we feel on our
behalf and others. There are so many other ways the world could be! In the
confidence of our faith, we bring all our wrestling with what is to you in prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever. Amen. 
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Scripture Reading                                                                                               Genesis 32:22-31

The same night he got up and took his two wives, his two maids, and his eleven
children and crossed the ford of the Jabbok. He took them and sent them across
the stream, and likewise everything that he had. Jacob was left alone, and a man
wrestled with him until daybreak. When the man saw that he did not prevail against
Jacob, he struck him on the hip socket, and Jacob’s hip was put out of joint as he
wrestled with him. Then he said, “Let me go, for the day is breaking.” But Jacob
said, “I will not let you go, unless you bless me.” So he said to him, “What is your
name?” And he said, “Jacob.” Then the man said, “You shall no longer be called
Jacob, but Israel, for you have striven with God and with humans  and have
prevailed.” Then Jacob asked him, “Please tell me your name.” But he said, “Why is
it that you ask my name?” And there he blessed him. So Jacob called the place
Peniel, saying, “For I have seen God face to face, yet my life is preserved.” The sun
rose upon him as he passed Penuel, limping because of his hip. 

 

 

[c]

 

 

*Response of Praise                  Praise to God, Immortal Praise                                         DIX

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%2032%3A22-31&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-957c
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Welcoming Song                                 Child of Blessing                                           STUTTGART

A Moment with our Children                                                                                  Lindsay Miller

Solo                                                        How Great Thou Art                                      Stuart K. Hine
                                           Jennifer King, soloist; Marisa Callan, piano

O Lord My God! when I in awesome wonder
 Consider all the works Thy hands hath made,

 I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder,
 Thy power throughout the universe displayed:

Refrain: Then sings my soul, my Saviour God to Thee,
 How great Thou art! How great Thou art!

 Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to Thee,
 How great Thou art! How great Thou art!

 When through the woods and forest glades I wander
 And hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees;

 When I look down from lofty mountain grandeur,
 And see the brook, and feel the gentle breeze; [Refrain]

 When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation
 And take me home-what joy shall fill my heart!

 Then shall I bow in humble adoration
 And there proclaim, my God, how great Thou art! [Refrain]
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Prayer Concerns 

Pastoral Prayer 
  
Prayer Response

Invitation to Offering
                                                
Anthem                                                  Come, Thou Fount                              arr. Craig Courtney       

                                                            
Come, thou Fount of every blessing; tune my heart to sing thy grace;

Streams of mercy, never ceasing, call for songs of loudest praise.
Teach me some melodious sonnet, sung by flaming tongues above;

Praise the mount! I’m fixed upon it, mount of God’s unchanging love!

Here I raise my Ebenezer; hither by thy help I’m come;
And I hope, by thy good pleasure, safely to arrive at home.

Jesus sought me when a stranger, wandering from the fold of God;
He, to rescue me from danger, interposed his precious blood.

O to grace how great a debtor daily I’m constrained to be!
Let that grace now, like a fetter, bind my wandering heart to thee.

Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, prone to leave the God I love;
Here’s my heart; O take and seal it; seal it for thy courts above.

Sermon                                                        “Encountering God”                                       Dr. Robu

*Hymn of Departure                 Come, O Thou Traveler Unknown                                Page 7  
 
*Benediction  

Closing Voluntary                         Now Thank We All Our God                arr. David Cherwien
                                                             Christopher Shaw, organ

* Let all who are able please stand.
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Plymouth Staff:

Rev. Dr. Karen Robu, Senior Minister, krobu@plymouth-church.net 
Christopher Shaw, Director of Music & Organist, musicdirector@plymouth-church.net
Marisa Callan, Assistant Dir. of Music, mcallan@plymouth-church.net
Julie Martin, Administrative Assistant, office@plymouth-church.net
Lindsay Miller, Sunday School Teacher 
Robert Safley, Youth Group Leader, youthleader@plymouth-church.net 
Tim Robu, Maintenance Engineer 
Erik Breckenridge, Video Tech 
Jacob Pritchett, Substitute Video Tech
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Licensing Information: 
CCLI License #3861056 
One License #A-722558 
Select liturgy adapted or taken from Enfleshed.com

Cover Image: Moyers, Mike. Israel, from Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt
University Divinity Library, Nashville, TN. https://act.library.vanderbilt.edu/artworks/57141
[retrieved July 28, 2026]. Original source: Mike Moyers, https://www.mikemoyersfineart.com/

“Bring Many Names”
Text: Brian Wren, 1986, © 1989 Hope Publishing Company; Music: WESTCHASE, Brian Wren, ©
1989 Hope Publishing Company. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-722558. All
rights reserved. 

“Praise to God, Immortal Praise”
Text: Anna L. Barbauld, 1743-1825, abr., alt., public domain: Music: DIX, Conrad Kocher, 1786-1872,
alt., public domain.

“Child of Blessing”
Text: Ronald S. Cole-Turner, © 1981 Ronald S. Cole-Turner; Music: STUTTGART, attr. C. F. Witt, 1715,
adapt. Henry J. Gauntlett, 1861, public domain. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE
#A-722558. All rights reserved.

 “Come, O Thou Traveler Unknown"
Text: Charles Wesley, 1742, public domain: Music: VERNON, American traditional, Christian
Harmony, 1805, public domain.
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A few spots are left for Wednesday, August 5th at 6 PM !!
The August Summer Dinner will be hosted by Clifford and Corinne Depew, and
Susan and Ken Arnold, at the Depew's home in Eastborough. Menu will include

French Dip Sandwiches, Sides and Dessert. Water and tea provided. BYOB.
Space is limited. RSVP through Weekly Word Email link, or

call (316) 684-0221 or email office@plymouth-church.net. 
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We invite you to consider joining Plymouth as a
member of our congregation!

We are a progressive and caring community of friends
and families who seek to support each other, and our
diverse membership, open to all. Our boards,
committees, clubs, social and spiritual groups all offer
ways to be of service to members, friends and
neighbors. Members are invited to serve on various
boards and committees. They also reserve the privilege
of voting during annual meetings. 

Through worshiping, learning, and caring together
throughout the seasons of our lives, we grow in faith
and come to better understand God’s prevailing grace
and love for all humanity.

Dr. Robu would be happy to visit with you about
membership and answer any questions you may have.
krobu@plymouth-church.net

Do you like to sing? Do you like to drink
beer? Have you tried doing them
together?
Join us on Wednesday, August 12th at 7
PM at Norton’s Brewing Company for
Plymouth’s first Beer Choir! Purchase your
favorite beer and we will provide music for
you to join us in song. Some of us will be
there at 6 PM to have dinner, so feel free
to make an evening of it and join us!

What is beer choir?
Beer Choir is a national singing movement
founded by composer Michael Engelhardt
in 2015. If you like beer, and you like
singing, you’ll love Beer Choir. This isn’t
like your traditional choir - if you show up
the night of a Beer Choir event, you ARE
the choir! No singing experienced
required, just come and sing, drink, and
laugh together!
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Plymouth Preschool - OPEN HOUSE
Next Sunday, April 9 , the Preschool will be open for visitors. You’re invited

to take a tour - 11:30 am to 12:30 pm! Special thanks to our preschool
supervisors and staff who are coming in on their day off to host the open

house. The Preschool is Enrolling Now! You are welcome to invite family or
friends who are looking for a high quality, safe space for little learners!

th

Help us keep our pantry stocked!

Pick up some Food Bank Recipe ideas for creating 
“Meal-in-a-Bag” food kits in the North Lobby.  Also
needed: Fruit cups, Ramen, Mac N Cheese, protein and
snack bars, oatmeal cups, cracker packets, cereal,
canned soups, and canned meats. Please choose canned
goods that don’t require a can opener. 
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