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Welcome and Announcements                                                                                         
    
Introit                                    O Worship Our God, All Glorious Above                             LYONS

O worship our God, all glorious above, 
and joyfully laud her power and her love;

Our Sheild and Defender, the Ancient of Days, 
pavilioned in splendor, and girded with praise.

                                                                                                      
Call to Worship                                                                                          

Opening Hymn                                    Come to the Water                                                  Page 6     

*Responsive Reading                                                                                                              Phil Rhea     

One: We come into the Presence of Love together.  
All: We come to be transformed.  

One: Through the grace of God our hearts expand.  
All: Our minds are renewed.  

One: Our relationships are deepened.  
All: Our practices of justice are refined.  

One: With humility and conviction, we come to discern the will of God.  
All: Let the way of Christ be revealed. Let wisdom be our guide.  

CELEBRATION OF WORSHIP
 August 23, 2026                                                                                    10:30 AM 

THIRTEEN SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Enter in Prayer, Worship with Gratitude, Go Forth to Serve

Opening Voluntary      Like the Murmur of the Dove’s Song    arr. Robert Hobby
                                                 Christopher Shaw, organ
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*Invocation and Lord’s Prayer                                                                           

Transforming One, through you we come to recognize the everyday ways we turn from
love. Practices of evil can be so normal. So ordinary. So common. Though conforming
tempts us with its safety and comfort, you urge us toward a more life-giving way. Make
us defiers of every mold that confines and constricts the flourishing of life. Turn our
hearts toward love and to the prayer that Jesus taught...

Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive
us our debts as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.
Amen. 
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Scripture Reading                                                                                                             Exodus 1:8-2:10 
Now a new king arose over Egypt who did not know Joseph. He said to his people, “Look,
the Israelite people are more numerous and more powerful than we. Come, let us deal
shrewdly with them, or they will increase and, in the event of war, join our enemies and
fight against us and escape from the land.” Therefore they set taskmasters over them to
oppress them with forced labor. They built supply cities, Pithom and Rameses, for
Pharaoh. But the more they were oppressed, the more they multiplied and spread, so
that the Egyptians came to dread the Israelites. The Egyptians subjected the Israelites to
hard servitude and made their lives bitter with hard servitude in mortar and bricks and in
every kind of field labor. They were ruthless in all the tasks that they imposed on them. 

The king of Egypt said to the Hebrew midwives, one of whom was named Shiphrah and
the other Puah, “When you act as midwives to the Hebrew women and see them on the
birthstool, if it is a son, kill him, but if it is a daughter, she shall live.” But the midwives
feared God; they did not do as the king of Egypt commanded them, but they let the boys
live. So the king of Egypt summoned the midwives and said to them, “Why have you done
this and allowed the boys to live?” The midwives said to Pharaoh, “Because the Hebrew
women are not like the Egyptian women, for they are vigorous and give birth before the
midwife comes to them.” So God dealt well with the midwives, and the people multiplied
and became very strong. And because the midwives feared God, he gave them families.
Then Pharaoh commanded all his people, “Every son that is born to the Hebrews you
shall throw into the Nile, but you shall let every daughter live.” 

*Response of Praise                  Praise to God, Immortal Praise                                         DIX
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Welcoming Song                                 Child of Blessing                                           STUTTGART

A Moment with our Children                                                                                       Abby Arthur

Solo                                                    My Lord, What A Mornin’                      arr. Howard Helvey
                                                      Diane Fast, voice and piano

[Refrain] My Lord, what a morning;  
My Lord, what a morning; Oh, my Lord, what a morning,  
When the stars begin to fall, When the stars begin to fall. 

 

You’ll hear the trumpet sound, to wake the nations underground, 
Looking to my God’s right hand, when the stars begin to fall. [Refrain] 

 

You’ll hear the sinner cry, to wake the nations underground, 
Looking to my God’s right hand, when the stars begin to fall. [Refrain] 

 

You’ll hear the Christian shout, to wake the nations underground, 
Looking to my God’s right hand, when the stars begin to fall. [Refrain] 

Birth and Youth of Moses                                                                                Exodus 1:8-2:10
Now a man from the house of Levi went and married a Levite woman.  The woman
conceived and bore a son, and when she saw that he was a fine baby, she hid him three
months. When she could hide him no longer she got a papyrus basket for him and
plastered it with bitumen and pitch; she put the child in it and placed it among the reeds
on the bank of the river. His sister stood at a distance, to see what would happen to him.

The daughter of Pharaoh came down to bathe at the river, while her attendants walked
beside the river. She saw the basket among the reeds and sent her maid to bring it.  When
she opened it, she saw the child. He was crying, and she took pity on him. “This must be
one of the Hebrews’ children,” she said.  Then his sister said to Pharaoh’s daughter, “Shall
I go and get you a nurse from the Hebrew women to nurse the child for you?”  Pharaoh’s
daughter said to her, “Yes.” So the girl went and called the child’s mother. Pharaoh’s
daughter said to her, “Take this child and nurse it for me, and I will give you your wages.”
So the woman took the child and nursed it. When the child grew up, she brought him to
Pharaoh’s daughter, and he became her son. She named him Moses, “because,” she said,
“I drew him out of the water.” 
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Prayer Concerns

Pastoral Prayer

Prayer Response

Invitation to Offering

                                                

Anthem                                                   Fly Away Medley                                  arr. Mark Hayes      
                                                            

Some glad morning when this life is over, I’ll fly away; 
To a home on God’s celestial shore, I’ll fly away. 

I’ll fly away, O glory, I’ll fly away; When I die, hallelujah by and by, I’ll fly away. 
When the shadows of this life have gone, I’ll fly away; 

Like a bird from prison bars have flown, O lordy, I’ll fly away. 
I’ll fly away, O glory, I’ll fly away; When I die, hallelujah by and by, I’ll fly away.  

Trials dark on every hand, and we cannot understand 
all the ways that God would lead us to that blessed promised Land; 

But He’ll guide us with His eye, and we’ll follow till we die;  
We will understand it better by and by. 

By and by, when the morning comes, when the saints of God are gathered home; 
We will tell the story, how we’ve overcome; We will understand it better by and by.  

When the roll is called up yonder, when the roll is called up yonder, 
When the roll is called up yonder, when the roll is called up yonder, I’ll be there.  

On Jordan’s stormy bank I stand and cast a wishful eye 
To Canaan’s fair and happy land, where my possessions lie. 

I am bound for the Promised Land; I am bound for the Promised Land. 
O who will come and go with Me? I am bound for the Promised Land. 
O, when the saints go marchin’ in, O, when the saints go marchin’ in, 
O, Lord I want to be in that number, when the saints go marchin’ in! 

I’ll fly away, O glory, I’ll fly away. When I die, hallelujah, by and by, I’ll fly away. 
 

Sermon                        “Mothers and Midwives, Babies and Baskets ”                Dr. Robu

*Hymn of Departure                      Your Love is Amazing                                              Page 7  
   
*Benediction  

Closing Voluntary                 Oh God, Our Help In Ages Past       arr. Michael Burkhardt
                                                           Christopher Shaw, organ

* Let all who are able please stand.
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Plymouth Staff:

Rev. Dr. Karen Robu, Senior Minister, krobu@plymouth-church.net 
Christopher Shaw, Director of Music & Organist, musicdirector@plymouth-church.net
Marisa Callan, Assistant Dir. of Music, mcallan@plymouth-church.net
Julie Martin, Administrative Assistant, office@plymouth-church.net
Lindsay Miller, Sunday School Teacher 
Robert Safley, Youth Group Leader, youthleader@plymouth-church.net 
Tim Robu, Maintenance Engineer 
Erik Breckenridge, Video Tech 
Jacob Pritchett, Substitute Video Tech

Cover image: Shiphrah, Puah, Jocheved, Miriam, Pharoah's Daughter, and the infant Moses, from Art in the
Christian Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt University Divinity Library, Nashville, TN.
https://act.library.vanderbilt.edu/artworks/55961 [retrieved August 18, 2026]. Original source:
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Dura_Europos_fresco_Moses_from_river.jpg. Fresco in Dura-Europos,
Syria.

Licensing Information: 
CCLI License #3861056               
One License #A-722558              
Select liturgy adapted or taken from Enfleshed.com

“Come to the Water” 
Text: Carol Ann Weaver, 2020 © 2018 Carol Ann Weaver; Music: DESERT ALLELUIA, Carol Ann Weaver, 2020 ©
2018 Carol Ann Weaver. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-722558. All rights reserved. 
 
“Praise to God, Immortal Praise” 
Text: Anna L. Barbauld, 1743-1825, abr., alt., public domain: Music: DIX, Conrad Kocher, 1786-1872, alt., public
domain. 
 
“Child of Blessing” 
Text: Ronald S. Cole-Turner, © 1981 Ronald S. Cole-Turner; Music: STUTTGART, attr. C. F. Witt, 1715, adapt. Henry J.
Gauntlett, 1861, public domain. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-722558. All rights reserved. 
 
“Your Love Is Amazing” 
Text: Brenton Brown and Brian Doerksen, © 2000 Vineyard Songs/Music Services Inc.; Music: YOUR LOVE IS
AMAZING, Brenton Brown and Brian Doerksen, © 2000 Vineyard Songs/Music Services Inc. Reprinted with
permission under ONE LICENSE #A-722558. All rights reserved. 
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We’re looking for Sponsors!
Would you like to help?
Plymouth Fine Arts Series
2026 - 2027

Please contact the church office to learn 
more about becoming a sponsor.

OCT 9 - 10: Birds of North America  [Two Act Play]
NOV 14: Jan Kraybill & Schantz Organ Anniversary
APR 2 - 8: Visualizing Palestine

office@plymouth-church.net 
krobu@plymouth-church.net

Up to $249 
Name in program for all three events.

$250 to $499
Name in program for all three events 
+ (2) free tickets to the October play.

$500 and above
Name in program for all three events
+ (4) free tickets to the October play.

October event = $20/pp            November & April events = Free Admission
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We invite you to consider joining Plymouth as a
member of our congregation!

We are a progressive and caring community of friends
and families who seek to support each other, and our
diverse membership, open to all. Our boards,
committees, clubs, social and spiritual groups all offer
ways to be of service to members, friends and
neighbors. Members are invited to serve on various
boards and committees. They also reserve the privilege
of voting during annual meetings. 

Through worshiping, learning, and caring together
throughout the seasons of our lives, we grow in faith
and come to better understand God’s prevailing grace
and love for all humanity.

Dr. Robu would be happy to visit with you about
membership and answer any questions you may have.
krobu@plymouth-church.net
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Help us keep our pantry stocked!

Pick up some Food Bank Recipe ideas for creating  “Meal-in-a-Bag” food kits in the North
Lobby.  Also needed: Fruit cups, Ramen, Mac N Cheese, protein and snack bars, oatmeal cups,
cracker packets, cereal, canned soups, and canned meats. Please choose canned goods that
don’t require a can opener. 

The school year has started! 
Our neighborhood school, College Hill
Elementary appreciates your contribution to
school supplies for families who may not be
able to afford all the back-to-school items! 

Donation tubs are in the front lobby, with
lists of needed items.

Thank you!

Help spread the word
about our Fall activities

to your friends and
neighbors!

Walk-Your-Block to
distribute our door

hangers with Plymouth’s
Fall events calendar. 

Pick up materials in
FSH between now and

mid-September!
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