
Sharing Faith’s Journey

C E L E B R A T I O N  O F  W O R S H I P
O C T O B E R  4 T H ,  2 0 2 6



Welcome and Announcements                                                                                         
    
Introit                                                          Word and Sign                                      Tice and Bergey

Word and sign; pulse and breath; bread and wine; life and death;  
hear the call: calm your fear. Through it all, Christ is here. 

                                                                                                      
Call to Worship                                                                                                                           Dr. Robu
 

Opening Hymn                                      Here in this Place                                                    Page 7

*Responsive Reading                                                                                                           Elaine Neel
                                                                                           
One: The Love of God is groundwater, oxygen— 
All: Around us, within us, beyond us.  

One: The Love of God is disruptive, subversive— 
All: tangled with the heartbreak of the world.  

One: The Love of God is spacious, expansive—  
wilder than the categories we’ve constructed to try and tame creation.  
All: Come, the Love of God wells up —ever present, liberating, washing away our
narrow imaginations.  

CELEBRATION OF WORSHIP
 October 4th, 2026                                                                            10:30 AM 

World Communion Sunday
Enter in Prayer, Worship with Gratitude, Go Forth to Serve

Opening Voluntary                  Partita on “Gather Us In”          arr. Groom te Velde 
                                                     Christopher Shaw, organ
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*Invocation and Lord’s Prayer         
                                                                  
Living Wisdom, we long not only to be delivered from systems of harm but into
places that are soft and kind—full of rest and restoration, brimming with
playfulness—Love bursting at the seams. Bless every effort working to undo the
violence of exploitation. Bless every space of rest, play, and love we co-create
along the way. Bless us as we try to live into the prayer that Jesus taught 

...Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever. Amen. 
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Scripture Reading                                                                                                   Exodus 17:1-7

  From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites journeyed by
stages, as the Lord commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no water
for the people to drink. The people quarreled with Moses and said, “Give us water to
drink.” Moses said to them, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you test
the Lord?” But the people thirsted there for water, and the people complained
against Moses and said, “Why did you bring us out of Egypt, to kill us and our
children and livestock with thirst?” So Moses cried out to the Lord, “What shall I do
for this people? They are almost ready to stone me.” The Lord said to Moses, “Go on
ahead of the people and take some of the elders of Israel with you; take in your
hand the staff with which you struck the Nile and go. I will be standing there in front
of you on the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will come out of it, so that
the people may drink.” Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. He called the
place Massah and Meribah, because the Israelites quarreled and tested the Lord,
saying, “Is the Lord among us or not?” 

*Response of Praise                  Summoned by the God                                    NETTLETON
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Welcoming Song                                 O Little Children                          BEAUTIFUL FLOWER

A Moment with our Children                                                                              Abby Arthur

Solo                                            Maya’s Prayer for Peace                                 Tom Trenney
Emily Stefan, soprano; Marisa Callan, piano

Father, Mother, God, thank you for your presence during the holy days, 
For then we are able to celebrate you and our families and our friends. 

For those who have no voice, we ask you to speak. 
  For those who feel unworthy, we ask you to pour out your love in waterfalls of tenderness. 

For those who live in pain, we ask you to bathe them in your river of healing. 
For those who are lonely, we ask you to keep them company. 

For those who are depressed, we ask you to shower upon them the light of hope! 
Father, Mother, God, you, the borderless sea of substance,  

         We ask you to give all the world that which we need the most: peace.     -Maya Angelou

Prayer Concerns

Pastoral Prayer

Prayer Response

Invitation to Offering
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Anthem                                           O Living Bread of Heaven                              Lloyd Larson
Chancel Choir

Marissa Callan, piano; Christopher Shaw, director

O living bread of heaven, how well You feed Your guest! 
The gift that You have given has filled my heart with rest. 
O wondrous food of blessing, O cup that heals our woes! 

My heart, Your gift possessing, with praises overflows! 
O Lord, by faith You’ve led me to this most holy place, 

Your love and mercy feed me with treasures of Your grace; 
For You have freely given what earth could never buy, 

The gift of life from heaven, I shall never die. 
I receive You, bread of heaven, this food death can’t destroy. 

Your sacrifice has given the cup of endless joy. 
My Lord, I do not merit the favor You have shown, 
But humbly in my spirit I bow before Your throne. 

Lord, grant me by Your mercy the strength that I shall need, 
To follow in Your footsteps the path that You shall lead. 
And when You call my spirit to leave this world below, 

I will enter, by Your merit, where joys unending flow. Amen.

Sermon                                                       “Mní Wičhóni”                                                Dr. Robu

Communion by Intinction

Prayer                                             
We give thanks, loving God, that you have refreshed us at your table. 
Strengthen our faith; increase our love for one another. 
As we have been fed by the seed that became grain, and then became bread,
may we go out into the world to plant seeds of justice, transformation, and hope.
Amen. 

*Hymn of Departure                 Seed, Scattered and Sown                                        Page 6 
   
*Benediction  

Closing Voluntary                               Rendez à Dieu                                   arr. Craig Phillips
                                                         Christopher Shaw, organ

* Let all who are able please stand
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Seed, Scattered and Sown
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Plymouth Staff:

Rev. Dr. Karen Robu, Senior Minister, krobu@plymouth-church.net 
Christopher Shaw, Director of Music & Organist, musicdirector@plymouth-church.net
Marisa Callan, Assistant Dir. of Music, mcallan@plymouth-church.net
Julie Martin, Administrative Assistant, office@plymouth-church.net
Lindsay Miller, Sunday School Teacher 
Robert Safley, Youth Group Leader, youthleader@plymouth-church.net 
Tim Robu, Maintenance Engineer 
Erik Breckenridge, Video Tech 
Jacob Pritchett, Substitute Video Tech

Licensing Information: 
“Gather Us In” 
Text: Marty Haugen, © 1982, GIA Publications, Inc; Music: GATHER US IN, Marty Haugen, © 1982, GIA Publications,
Inc. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE. All rights reserved.  
 
“Summoned by the God Who Made Us” 
Text:: Delores Dufner, © 1993, OCP; Music: NETTLETON, John Wyeth, 1813, public domain. Reprinted with permission
under ONE LICENSE #A-722558. All rights reserved.  
 
“O Little Children, Gather” 
Text: Christopher Dock, 1770, trans. By Alice Parker, 1962 © 1991 Alice Parker; Music: BEAUTIFUL FLOWER, The
Philharmonia, 1875, arr. Alice Parker, © 1991 Alice Parker. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-722558.
All rights reserved. 
 
“Seed Scattered and Sown” 
Text: Dan Feiten, 1987, © 1987 International Liturgy Publications; Music: SEED SCATTERED, Dan Feiten, alt. Eric
Gunnison, alt. R.J. Miller, © 1987 International Liturgy Publications. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE
#A-722558. All rights reserved. 

Joins us for our annual Youth Chili Feed and All-ages
Costume Contest on October 28  for Wednesday
night dinner.  There will be a prize for the best youth
and adult costumes! After the costume contest we
will have our October book club meeting over River
of Doubt by Candace Miller. Even if you haven’t
finished the book feel free to come and discuss with
the group. 

th
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It’s almost time for  Plymouth’s Annual Food Packaging Event with
The Outreach Program on October 18  @ 11:30 am.th

Join a Team! Sign up in FSH. Pizza lunch will be provided. 

I  c a n  h e a r  t h e
b e l l s !  B e l l  C h o i r

R e h e a r s a l s  b e g a n
t o d a y  a t  9  A M  u p

o n  t h e  S e c o n d
F l o o r.  I f  y o u  m i s s e d

t o d a y ’ s  p r a c t i c e
b u t  a r e  s t i l l

I n t e r e s t e d  i n
j o i n i n g  p l e a s e

c o n t a c t  C h r i s  o r
M a r i s a  a t  t h e  e m a i l

o n  t h e  s c h e d u l e
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