
Sharing Faith’s Journey

C E L E B R A T I O N  O F  W O R S H I P
O C T O B E R  1 1 T H ,  2 0 2 6



Welcome and Announcements                                                                                         
  
Stewardship Moment                                                                                     Claire & Brett Watson

Introit                                                          Word and Sign                                      Tice and Bergey

Word and sign; pulse and breath; bread and wine; life and death;  
hear the call: calm your fear. Through it all, Christ is here. 

                                                                                                      

Call to Worship                                                                                                                           Dr. Robu
 

Opening Hymn                        As We Rise, O God, to Meet You                                       Page 6

*Responsive Reading                                                                                                       Laura Hadley
                                                                                           

One: Come alive, people of God! Let your hearts burn with passion.  
All: Shake off what dulls the spirit  

One: Welcome grief and anger  
All: Welcome sorrow and joy  

One: Love animates our ability to be present:  
All: To this moment on the planet  

One: To each other, near and far  
All: To the movement of the Spirit  
To the labors of love to which we are called  

CELEBRATION OF WORSHIP
 October 11th, 2026                                                                            10:30 AM 

Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost
Enter in Prayer, Worship with Gratitude, Go Forth to Serve

Opening Voluntary              “Psalm Reflection: Entreaty”                Raymond Haan
                                                     Christopher Shaw, organ
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*Invocation and Lord’s Prayer         
                                                                  

Faithful One, our causes for deep concern seem to multiply each day. We wonder
how to hold it all. As we do, keep us from withdrawing into powerlessness. Shield
us from justifying acts of evil against our neighbors. Tend with us the fears, the
traumas, and the legacies that constrict our participation in the common good.
Be with us as we pray,

...Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever. Amen. 
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Scripture Reading                                                                                               Exodus 32:1-14
 

When the people saw that Moses delayed to come down from the mountain, the people
gathered around Aaron, and said to him, “Come, make gods for us, who shall go before us;
as for this Moses, the man who brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we do not know
what has become of him.” Aaron said to them, “Take off the gold rings that are on the ears
of your wives, your sons, and your daughters, and bring them to me.” So all the people
took off the gold rings from their ears, and brought them to Aaron. He took the gold from
them, formed it in a mold, and cast an image of a calf; and they said, “These are your gods,
O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt!” When Aaron saw this, he built an
altar before it; and Aaron made proclamation and said, “Tomorrow shall be a festival to
the Lord.” They rose early the next day, and offered burnt offerings and brought sacrifices
of well-being; and the people sat down to eat and drink, and rose up to revel. 

The Lord said to Moses, “Go down at once! Your people, whom you brought up out of the
land of Egypt, have acted perversely; they have been quick to turn aside from the way that
I commanded them; they have cast for themselves an image of a calf, and have worshiped
it and sacrificed to it, and said, ‘These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of
the land of Egypt!’

*Response of Praise                  Summoned by the God                                    NETTLETON
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Welcoming Song                               O Little Children                        BEAUTIFUL FLOWER

A Moment with our Children                                                                          Lindsay Miller

Solo                                                Lost in the Wilderness                       Stephan Schwartz 
Audric Mansoor-McKedy, tenor; Marisa Callan, piano 

 

I never made this world, I didn't even lose it. 
And I know no one said it was fair, but they had a garden once 

And they had a chance to choose it, they gave it away including my share 
And now we're lost in the wilderness. Lost, crying in the wilderness 

And if anyone's watching it seems that they couldn't care less 
We're lost in the wilderness. 

 

You follow all the rules, you swallow all the stories 
And every night you wish on a star, dreaming the day will come, 

Trusting in allegories and every morning, boy, look where you are 
You are lost in the wilderness. Lost, slowly dying in the wilderness 

With no chance of living, boy, until you confess 
You're lost in the wilderness. 

Don't you ever watch the eagle fly to the sun, 
and wonder how it got to be so free? 

If you ever have, you know your journey's begun. 
Hey! What do you got to lose, boy, 

When already we are lost in the wilderness. 
And where we are headed, boy I couldn't guess 

But off we go without a warning, running as we hit the ground 
Where our future lies aborning, where our hearts are outward bound 

Til one bright and distant morning, we may stop and look around and there 
In the wilderness, finally we’ll be found. 

The Lord said to Moses, “I have seen this people, how stiff-necked they are. Now let me
alone, so that my wrath may burn hot against them and I may consume them; and of you I
will make a great nation.” But Moses implored the Lord his God, and said, “O Lord, why does
your wrath burn hot against your people, whom you brought out of the land of Egypt with
great power and with a mighty hand? Why should the Egyptians say, ‘It was with evil intent
that he brought them out to kill them in the mountains, and to consume them from the
face of the earth’? Turn from your fierce wrath; change your mind and do not bring
disaster on your people. Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your servants, how you
swore to them by your own self, saying to them, ‘I will multiply your descendants like the
stars of heaven, and all this land that I have promised I will give to your descendants, and
they shall inherit it forever.’” And the Lord changed his mind about the disaster that he
planned to bring on his people. 
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Anthem                                           Lord, Listen to Your Children              Medema/arr. Dake
Chancel Choir 

Audric Mansoor-McKedy, tenor; Christopher Shaw, director 
 

(Refrain) Lord, listen to your children praying, 
Lord, send your Spirit in this place; 

Lord, listen to your children praying, 
Send us love, send us power, send us grace. 

 
Something's gonna happen like the world has never known, 

      when the people of the Lord get down to pray; 
A door's gonna swing open, and the walls come a-tumbling down, 

      when the people of the Lord get down to pray. (Refrain) 

Sermon                                                          “ Idols “                                                         Dr. Robu

*Hymn of Departure                For the Healing of the Nations                                 Page 7 
   
*Benediction  

Closing Voluntary             All People That on Earth Do Dwell        arr. David Cherwien 
                                                        Christopher Shaw, organ 

* Let all who are able please stand

Prayer Concerns

Pastoral Prayer

Prayer Response

Invitation to Offering
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Plymouth Staff:

Rev. Dr. Karen Robu, Senior Minister, krobu@plymouth-church.net 
Christopher Shaw, Director of Music & Organist, musicdirector@plymouth-church.net
Marisa Callan, Assistant Dir. of Music, mcallan@plymouth-church.net
Julie Martin, Administrative Assistant, office@plymouth-church.net
Lindsay Miller, Sunday School Teacher 
Robert Safley, Youth Group Leader, youthleader@plymouth-church.net 
Tim Robu, Maintenance Engineer 
Erik Breckenridge, Video Tech 
Jacob Pritchett, Substitute Video Tech
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Licensing Information: 

“As We Rise, O God, to Meet You” 
Text: David Wright, © 2005 David Wright; Music: SPIRIT, FILL US, James E. Clemen, © 2005 James E. Clemens.
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE. All rights reserved.  
 
“Summoned by the God Who Made Us” 
Text:: Delores Dufner, © 1993, OCP; Music: NETTLETON, John Wyeth, 1813, public domain. Reprinted with
permission under ONE LICENSE #A-722558. All rights reserved.  
 
“O Little Children, Gather” 
Text: Christopher Dock, 1770, trans. By Alice Parker, 1962 © 1991 Alice Parker; Music: BEAUTIFUL FLOWER, The
Philharmonia, 1875, arr. Alice Parker, © 1991 Alice Parker. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-
722558. All rights reserved. 
 
“For the Healing of the Nations” 
Text: Fred Kaan, 1965 © 1968 Hope Publishing Co.; Music: REGENT SQUARE, Henry T. Smart, 1867, public domain.
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-722558. All rights reserved. 

Cover image: Poussin, Nicolas, 1594?-1665. Adoration of the Golden Calf, from Art in the Christian Tradition, a
project of the Vanderbilt University Divinity Library, Nashville, TN.
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I  c a n  h e a r  t h e  b e l l s !  T h e  f i r s t
B e l l  C h o i r  r e h e a r s a l  i s  o n
S u n d a y,  O c t o b e r  1 8  a t  9
A M .  B e  s u r e  y o u  a r e  o n  t h e
e m a i l  l i s t  b y  e m a i l i n g  M a r i s a
o r  C h r i s .  

t h

m u s i c d i r e c t o r @ p l y m o u t h -
c h u r c h . n e t
m c a l l a n @ p l y m o u t h -
c h u r c h . n e t

Joins us for our annual Youth Chili Feed and All-ages
Costume Contest on October 28  for Wednesday
night dinner.  There will be a prize for the best youth
and adult costumes! After the costume contest we
will have our October book club meeting over River
of Doubt by Candace Miller. Even if you haven’t
finished the book feel free to come and discuss with
the group. 

th
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