
Sharing Faith’s Journey

C E L E B R A T I O N  O F  W O R S H I P
O C T O B E R  2 5 T H ,  2 0 2 6



Welcome and Announcements                                                                                                                     
  
Stewardship Moment                                                                                         Holly and Joe Yager

Introit                                                          Word and Sign                                      Tice and Bergey

Word and sign; pulse and breath; bread and wine; life and death;  
hear the call: calm your fear. Through it all, Christ is here. 

                                                                                                      

Call to Worship                                                                                                 
 

Opening Hymn                                           Labor On                                                              Page 8

*Responsive Reading                                                                                                                Jim Giles

One: When all is ended, and the harvest is collected, how shall we answer the
question, "And what have we done?"
Many: We have brought our gifts to the house of the Lord.

 One: Generous stewards! Audacious witnesses! Brilliant and fallible humans! Let us
praise God in how we serve!
Many: We respond for all the ways in which our lives have been blessed.

One: May God accept these gifts of today and our lives.
Many: Holy One, accept our praise and gratitude. Amen

      CELEBRATION OF WORSHIP
 October 25th, 2026                                                                           10:30 AM 

Twenty Second Sunday after Pentecost
Enter in Prayer, Worship with Gratitude, Go Forth to Serve

Opening Voluntary                Prelude on “Hyfrydol”                    arr. Carol Muehlig
                                                  Christopher Shaw, organ
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*Invocation and Lord’s Prayer         
                                                                  

Wise and Patient God, too often, you have called us to action and we hesitate to
respond. You bless us and call on us to in-break the Kingdom, to mobilize and help
others, to confront empire and proclaim the gospel, and we hold back. You have
called each of us, equipped each of us, moved in each of us, and you are among all
of us. Help us see that each gift and each talent is precious in your sight. We pray
this using the words Jesus taught his disciples, saying,

...Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our debts as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 
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Scripture Reading                                                                                          Matthew 25:14-30  
 
Again, it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and
entrusted his wealth to them. To one he gave five bags of gold, two bags, and to
another one bag, each according to his ability. Then he went on his journey. The
man who had received five bags of gold went at once and put his money to work
and gained five bags more. So also, the one with two bags of gold gained two
more. But the man who had received one bag went off, dug a hole in the ground
and hid his master’s money. After a long time, the master of those servants
returned and settled accounts with them. The man who had received five bags of
gold brought the other five. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘you entrusted me with five bags of
gold. See, I have gained five more.’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Response of Praise                  Summoned by the God                                    NETTLETON
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Welcoming Song                               O Little Children                        BEAUTIFUL FLOWER

A Moment with our Children                                                                              Lindsay Miller

Solo                                          One Sweetly Solemn Thought                           R.S. Ambrose
David Allen, bass; Marisa Callan, piano 

 

One sweetly solemn thought comes to me over and over,
 I am nearer home today, than I've ever been before.

Nearer my Father's house, where the many mansions be,
 Nearer the great white throne, nearer the crystal sea.

Nearer the bounds of life where we lay our burdens down; 
 Nearer to leaving the cross, nearer gaining the crown.

But lying darkly between, winding a down through the night,
Is the silent, unknown stream that leads at last to the light.

Father, be near when my feet are slipping over the brink,
For it may be I am nearer home, nearer now than I think.

Scripture Reading                                                                                          Matthew 25:14-30  

His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a
few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master’s
happiness!’ The man with two bags of gold also came. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘you entrusted me
with two bags of gold; see, I have gained two more.’ “His master replied, ‘Well done, good
and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of
many things. Come and share your master’s happiness!’ Then the man who had received
one bag of gold came. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘I knew that you are a hard man, harvesting where
you have not sown and gathering where you have not scattered seed. So, I was afraid and
went out and hid your gold in the ground. See, here is what belongs to you.’

 

 

 

 

His master replied, ‘You wicked, lazy servant! So, you knew that I harvest where I have not
sown and gather where I have not scattered seed? Well then, you should have put my
money on deposit with the bankers, so that when I returned, I would have received it
back with interest. So, take the bag of gold from him and give it to the one who has ten
bags. For whoever has will be given more, and they will have an abundance. Whoever
does not have, even what they have will be taken from them. And throw that worthless
servant outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’
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Anthem                  All That Hath Life and Breath Praise Ye the Lord              Rene Clausen
Chancel Choir

Diane Fast, soprano; Christopher Shaw, director 
 

All that hath life and breath praise ye the Lord, should to the Lord, Alleluia!
Praise the Lord with joyful song, sing to the Lord with thanksgiving, 

Alleluia, Praise Him!
Unto Thee, O Lord, I have made supplication, and cried unto the

 rock of my salvation;
But Thou has heard my voice, and renewed my weary spirit.

Praise to the Lord the Almighty the King of creation. 
O my soul praise Him for He is my health and salvation.

All that hath life and breath praise ye the Lord, should to the Lord, Alleluia

Sermon     “The Dainty Handkerchief of a Scandal-Free Gospel“     Rev. Arthur Stewart

*Hymn of Departure                         God, Whose Giving                                                Page 6, 7 
   
*Benediction  

Closing Voluntary                                       Hyfrydol                                    R. Vaughan Williams
                                                            Christopher Shaw, organ 

* Let all who are able please stand

Prayer Concerns

Pastoral Prayer

Prayer Response

Invitation to Offering
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Plymouth Staff:

Rev. Dr. Karen Robu, Senior Minister, krobu@plymouth-church.net 
Christopher Shaw, Director of Music & Organist, musicdirector@plymouth-church.net
Marisa Callan, Assistant Dir. of Music, mcallan@plymouth-church.net
Julie Martin, Administrative Assistant, office@plymouth-church.net
Lindsay Miller, Sunday School Teacher 
Robert Safley, Youth Group Leader, youthleader@plymouth-church.net 
Tim Robu, Maintenance Engineer 
Erik Breckenridge, Video Tech 
Jacob Pritchett, Substitute Video Tech
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Licensing Information: 
“Come, Labor On”
Text: Jane Laurie Borthwick, 1859, rev. 1863, public domain; Music: ORA LABORA, Thomas Tertius Noble, 1918,
public domain.
“Summoned by the God Who Made Us”
Text:: Delores Dufner, © 1993, OCP; Music: NETTLETON, John Wyeth, 1813, public domain. Reprinted with
permission under ONE LICENSE #A-722558. All rights reserved. 
“O Little Children, Gather”
Text: Christopher Dock, 1770, trans. By Alice Parker, 1962 © 1991 Alice Parker; Music: BEAUTIFUL FLOWER, The
Philharmonia, 1875, arr. Alice Parker, © 1991 Alice Parker. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-722558.
All rights reserved.
“God, Whose Giving”
Text: Robert L. Edwards, © 1961, 1989 The Hymn Society (admin. Hope Publishing Co.); Music: HYFRYDOL, Ralph
Vaughan William, 1844, adpt. © 1951 Oxford University. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-722558.
All rights reserved.
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NOTICE OF ANNUAL BUDGET MEETING 
 
 

TO ALL MEMBERS OF 
PLYMOUTH CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 

OF WICHITA, KANSAS: 
 
 

Please take notice of the upcoming Annual Budget Meeting of all Plymouth
Congregational Church members.  The purposes of this meeting are for the

church members to: (1) discuss and vote upon the 2027 Recommended Annual
Church Budget and (2) receive a full report of the Nominating Committee’s slate
of candidates of all 2027 officer positions, boards and committees and to elect

them as recommended.  
This meeting will be held on Sunday, November 1, 2026 at 11:30 a.m. in the

Sanctuary at Plymouth Congregational Church, 202 N. Clifton, Wichita, Kansas. 
Please plan to attend this important meeting. 

 
DATED this 12th day of October, 2026. 

Pledge Cards are located in the hallway next to the Stewardship banner, and in the office. 
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Roger Womack is a Kansas-based artist specializing in traditional realism through the meticulous
application of colored pencil and acrylics. His work is defined by a sophisticated layering process and
the use of washes to build depth and bring out the vibrancy of his palette. From the golden glow of a
sunset to the hushed atmosphere of a winter morning, Womack’s paintings seek to capture the
distinct "feeling" of the seasons and the quiet beauty of the natural world.
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Save the Date: Sunday, November 1st is BINGO!
Can you contribute to our prize pool?

We are in need of prizes for the Bingo winners and
it would be great if we could combine items to
make larger prizes. Ideas for prizes are gift cards,
baked goods, quilts, etc. All prizes will be donated
by the congregation.  All prize donations need to be
dropped off in the church office by the morning of
Saturday, October 31st. Please put all baked goods
in disposable containers. And... Thank you for
bringing desserts for the Bingo lunch crowd!
If you would like to donate an item for the Bingo
prizes, please contact Susan Arnold -
susan3835@icloud.com.
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